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In this May 22 , 2009, file photo Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. waves as he is acknowledged by President Barack Obama at the United States Naval Academy 
graduation ceremony in Annapolis, Md. After two unsuccessful presidential bids, the 78-year-old former Navy pilot and Vietnam prisoner of war has rebounded as 
the chairman of the powerful Senate Armed Services Committee. Associated Press 
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Obama’s address to pitch tax proposals to help middle class 



This Jan. 9, 2015, file photo shows President Barack Obama 
speaking at Pellissippi State Community College, in Knoxville, 
Tenn. Associated Press 


JULIE PACE 

AP White House Correspon¬ 
dent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is turn¬ 
ing to his biggest television 
audience ot the year to 
pitch tax increases on the 
wealthiest Americans and 
put the new Republican 
Congress in the position 
ot detending top income 
earners over the middle 
class. 

As Obama continues to 
signal what he will propose 
during Tuesday's State ot 
the Union policy address, 
senior administration otfi- 
cials said Saturday that he 
will call tor raising the capi¬ 
tal gains rate on top income 
earners and eliminating a 
tax break on inheritances. 
The revenue generated by 
those changes would tund 
new tax credits and other 
cost-saving measures tor 
middle-class taxpayers, ot- 
ficials said. 

Tax increases are rarely wel¬ 
comed by congressional 
Republicans, who now hold 
majorities in the House and 
the Senate tor the first time 
in Obama’s presidency. 
Obama's tax proposals will 
likely be dismissed, it not out¬ 
right ignored, by lawmakers 
outside the Democratic Par¬ 
ty's liberal base. 

“Are they going to agree on 
everything? Absolutely not. 
But I think we should have 
a debate in this country 
between middle-class eco¬ 
nomics and trickle-down 
economics," White House 
senior adviser Dan Pteitter 
said Sunday on NBC TV’s 
“Meet the Press." He said 
the theme ot the speech 
would be “middle-class 
economics." 

Beyond rolling out new pro¬ 
posals, Obama's address 
is also expected to tocus 
on making the case to the 
public that recent econom¬ 
ic gains represent a real 
and lasting recovery. The 
approach reflects the White 
House's beliet that it has 
been too cautious in pro¬ 
moting economic gains out 
ot tear ot looking tone deat 
to the continued struggles 
ot many Americans. 

Obama isn’t expected to 
make any major foreign 
policy announcements. He 
is likely to urge lawmakers to 


stop the pursuit ot new pen¬ 
alties against Iran while the 
U.S. and others are in the 
midst ot nuclear negotia¬ 
tions with Tehran, detend his 
recent decision to normalize 
relations with Cuba, and ar¬ 
gue tor the ettectiveness ot 
U.S. ettorts to stop Russia's 
provocations in Ukraine. 

On domestic policy, 
Obama also is expected to 
call tor lawmakers to make 
community college tree tor 
many students, increase 
paid leave tor workers and 
enact broad cybersecurity 
rules. Administration otficiols 
disclosed details on the tax 
proposals on the condition 
ot anonymity because they 
were not authorized to dis¬ 
cuss the proposals by name 
ahead ot the president. 

The centerpiece ot the 
president’s tax proposal is 
an increase in the capital 
gains rate on couples mak¬ 
ing more than $500,000 
per year to 28 percent, the 
some level as under Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan. The 
top capital gains rote has 
already been raised trom 15 
percent to 23.8 percent dur¬ 
ing Obama's presidency. 
Obama also wants to close 
what the administration 
is calling the “Trust Fund 
Loophole," a change that 
would require estates to 
pay capital gains taxes on 
securities at the time they're 
inherited. Otficials said the 
overwhelming impact ot 
the change would be on 
the top 1 percent ot income 
earners. 

While Republican lead¬ 
ers have said they share 
Obama’s desire to reform 
the nation’s complicated 
tax code, the party has long 
been opposed to many ot 
the proposals the president 
will outline Tuesday. For ex¬ 
ample, most Republicans 
want to lower or eliminate 
the capital gains tax and 
similarly want to end taxes 
on estates, not expand 
them. 

Administration otficials 
pointed to a third proposal 
trom the president as one 
they hope Republicans 
would support: a tee on 
the roughly 100 U.S. finan¬ 
cial firms with assets of more 
than $50 billion. Officials said 
the fee is similar to a propos¬ 
al from former Republican 


Rep. Dave Comp of Michi¬ 
gan, who led the tax-writing 
Ways and Means Commit¬ 
tee. Camp's plan, however, 
was port of a larger propos¬ 
al to lower the overall cor¬ 
porate income tax rate. 
Raising the capital gains 


rate, ending the inheritance 
loophole and tacking a fee 
on financial firms would gen¬ 
erate $320 billion in revenue 
over a decade, according 
to administration estimates. 
Cbomo wonts to put the 
bulk of that money into a 


series of measures aimed at 
helping middle-class Ameri¬ 
cans. These include a credit 
of up to $500 for families in 
which both spouses work, 
expanding the tax credit for 
child care to up to $3,000 per 
child under 5, and overhaul¬ 
ing education tax breaks. 
Cbama's call for higher 
taxes on the wealthy could 
further antagonize Republi¬ 
cans who ore already angry 
with the president over his 
vows to veto several of the 
party's priorities, including 
legislation to approve con¬ 
struction of the Keystone XL 
oil pipeline from Canada to 
the U.S. Gulf Coast, make 
changes to the president's 
signature health core legis¬ 
lation and block his execu¬ 
tive actions on immigration 
deferring deportation for 
millions of people living in 
the U.S. illegally.^ 
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Secret Service: Shots fired 
outside Bidens’ Delaware home 


In this Nov. 22, 2014 file photo, U.S. Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks at the annual Atlantic Council Energy and Economic 
Summit in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Associated Press 


KEN THOMAS 
RANDALL CHASE 
Associated Press 
WILMINGTON, Delaware 
(AP) — Multiple gunshots 
were fired from a vehicle 
near the Delaware home 
of Vice President Joe Biden 
on Saturday night, the U.S. 
Secret Service said Sunday. 
The vice president and his 


wife were not at home at 
the time at the sheeting, 
authorities said. 

The Wilmington home is sev¬ 
eral hundred yards (meters) 
from the main road where 
the shots rang out, and 
authorities were search¬ 
ing outside the Biden resi¬ 
dence and nearby hauses 
to determine if any rounds 
hit anything. Police in New 
Castle County, Delaware, 
said there were na reparts 
at any injuries related ta the 
shoating. 

Secret Service spokesman 
Robert Hoback said the 
shots were fired at abaut 
8:25 p.m. an a public road 
autside the secure perim¬ 
eter near the home. 

Secret Service person¬ 
nel heard the shots, saw 
the vehicle drive past the 
home at a high rate of 
speed and flee the scene. 
The Secret Service said 
about 30 minutes later, an 
individual in a vehicle tried 
tc pass a county police 
officer securing the outer 
perimeter of the area. 
That person was arrested 
for resisting arrest and was 
scheduled to be ques¬ 
tioned regarding the shoot¬ 
ing incident. County Police 
Sgt. Jacob Andrews said it 
appears the man was not 
involved in the shooting. 
Biden’s neighborhood in¬ 
cludes stately stane-and- 
brick hames along a curv¬ 
ing two-lane road that 
winds through rolling hills. 
Nestled in a heavily wood¬ 
ed area, the vice presi¬ 
dent’s home is not visible 
from the main raad. A small 
cattage, accupied by the 
Secret Service, sits on the 
property near a gate in 
front of the driveway that is 


blocked off by Secret Ser¬ 
vice vehicles and persan- 
nel. 

Police said there was a 
report of shots fired in the 
nearby area of Hoopes 
Reservoir, just northwest of 
the Biden home. The reser¬ 
voir is a source of fresh wa¬ 
ter for Wilmington. 

Biden's office said the vice 
president and his wife, Jill 
Biden, were briefed Satur¬ 
day night, as was President 
Barack Obama. Biden’s of¬ 
fice referred all other ques¬ 
tions to the Secret Service. 
On Sunday afternoon, 
half a dozen sport util¬ 
ity vehicles were parked 
near the entrance of the 
Bidens’ property, providing 
a heavy security presence 
in the area. Shartly before 2 
p.m., a motorcade of sev¬ 
eral mare SUVs arrived at 
the house. It was unclear 
whether the vice president 
was in any of the vehicles. 
The vice president planned 
ta speak Manday in Wilm- 
ingtan at the Organizatian 
of Minority Women’s 31st 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. breakfast. 

The Bidens spend many 
weekends at their Dela¬ 
ware hame and while he 
served in the Senate, Biden 
frequently made a daily 
commute from Delaware 
ta Washingtan by train. 
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Freezing rain makes North¬ 
east roads slick; 4 killed 



In this Nov. 22, 2014 file photo, U.S. Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks at the annual Atlantic Council Energy and Economic 
Summit in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rain 
“flash-freezing” an roads 
and sidewalks leff an icy 
glaze under feef and 
fires across much of fhe 
northeasfern U.S. on Sun¬ 
day, causing crashes that 
claimed of least five lives. 

A crash involving 30 to 50 
vehicles on an interstate 
highway outside Philadel¬ 
phia killed one person, and 
two others died in a crash 
involving multiple vehicles 
on a nearby interstate 
highway, police said. In 
northeastern Pennsylvania, 
a man was killed after his 
cor overturned on an icy 
road and he was thrown 
from it and hit by a com¬ 
mercial vehicle. In Con¬ 
necticut, police cited slip¬ 
pery conditions in a crash 
that killed an 88-year-old 
woman who struck a utility 


pole in New Haven. 

“This is the worst type of 
winter precipitation to 
combat, because it can 
freeze instantly and it 
doesn’t need to be the 
whole pavement for ve¬ 
hicles crossing it to hove 
problems,” Pennsylvania 
Department of Transpor¬ 
tation spokesman Eugene 
Blaum said. 

Freezing rain and snow was 
expected in interior parts of 
the northeastern New Eng¬ 
land states, but the temper¬ 
ature was expected to rise 
into the 40s and 50s Fahr¬ 
enheit (above 5 degrees 
Celsius) along the coast 
and change the precipita¬ 
tion to plain rain in time for 
the evening AFC Champi¬ 
onship Gome between the 
New England Patriots and 
Indianapolis Colts. 


On the West Coast, high 
winds left tens of thousands 
of customers without pow¬ 
er in the Seattle area, but 
power companies prom¬ 
ised Seohowks tons they’d 
do their best to restore 
power before the NFC title 
game against the Green 
Bay Packers. 

In eastern Oregon, highway 
officials partially reopened 
an interstate highway Sun¬ 
day after a massive crash 
blamed on black ice Sat¬ 
urday closed more than 
160 miles (257kilometers) of 
eastbound lanes. Rain was 
expected in western Ore¬ 
gon Sunday and Monday, 
but not as much as fell on 
Saturday, when 1.8 inches 
(4.57 centimeters) of rain 
in Portland sent some un¬ 
treated sewage into the 
Willamette River. 


Dozens of spinouts and ac¬ 
cidents were reported from 
northern New Jersey to 
southern New Hampshire 
on Sunday and treacher¬ 
ous conditions forced the 
closure of the New York 
State Thruway from New¬ 
burgh to New York City dur¬ 
ing the morning. 
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Another national campaign for McCain to define his legacy 



In this Sept. 3, 2008 file photo, then-Republicon Presidential candidate. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
and his running mate Sarah Palin waves to the crowed as she is joined by McCain at the end of 
her speech at the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn. 

Associated Press 


LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. 
John McCain is waging an¬ 
other national campaign 
— this time, to define his 
legacy. 

After two unsuccess¬ 
ful presidential bids, the 
78-year-old former Navy 
pilot and Vietnam prisoner 
of war has rebounded as 
the chairman of the power¬ 
ful Senate Armed Services 
Committee. The post gives 
the Arizona Republican a 
significant say on national 
security issues — and a 
chance to ensure that his 
loss to Barack Obama in 
the 2008 White House race 
isn't the final word in the 
colorful McCain chronicles. 
McCain wants to prod the 
Obama administration, 
which he derides as feck¬ 
less, to adopt a tougher 
policy against worldwide 
threats. He wants budget 
and spending changes at 
the Pentagon. 

A defense hawk in a party 
with a growing number of 
noninterventionists — he 
once dismissed a few as 
“wacko birds” — McCain 
wants to help educate new 
senators. McCain is calling 
foreign policy luminaries 
to share their world views 
with the committee, begin¬ 
ning this week with former 
national security advisers 
Zbigniew Brzezinski and 
Brent Scowcroft. 

Ask McCain what he wants 
people to think of when 
they will recall his chair¬ 
manship. 

Then ask how he wants to 
be remembered generally. 
The answers are nearly 
identical. 

“To be able to play a signifi¬ 


cant role in defeating the 
forces of radical Islam that 
want to destroy America,” 
he says to the first. 

To the second: “That I made 
a major contribution to the 
defense of the nation.” 
McCain clearly wants the 
chairmanship to help de¬ 
fine his legacy, before vot¬ 
ers in 2016 get the chance 
again to decide control 
of the Senate. The senator 
turns 80 that year, and all 
signs point to McCain run¬ 
ning for a sixth Senate term. 
The leadership role gives 
McCain new power to push 
his agenda. He still has the 
energy that has helped him 
survive a hard-to-makeup 
biography: three plane 
crashes, an aircraft carrier 
fire, five forfurous years in 
capfivity in Vietnam, nearly 
three decades in the Sen¬ 


ate, and two presidential 
campaigns in 2000 and 
2008. 

“You will see, probably, 
the busiest Senate Armed 
Services Committee that 
you’ve ever seen,” McCain 
said in a recent interview. 
Some members of fhe ad- 
minisfrafion are eager to 
reset the sometimes-tense 
relations with the blunt-spo¬ 
ken, dry-humored senator. 
After all, knotty internation¬ 
al issues, such as the pros¬ 
pect of using force against 
Islamic State militants, fall 
within the purview of Mc¬ 
Cain's committee. 

McCain and Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden are genu¬ 
ine friends from serving two 
decades together in the 
Senate, though it’s clear 
that Biden hasn’t forgot¬ 
ten “some interesting things 


he’s said about me, pub¬ 
licly” — such as McCain's 
suggestion in 2012 that 
Obama drop Biden as his 
running mate. 

“I know he loves me. And 
I care about him, I really 
do,” a chuckling Biden said 
of McCain in a recenf fele- 
phone inferview. “I think 
John’s legacy is that he 
never quits.” 

McCain has a similar rela¬ 
tionship with Secretary of 
State John Kerry, also a for¬ 
mer Senate colleague. 

Last April, during a hearing, 
McCain ripped into Kerry 
for “talking strongly and 
carrying a very small stick 
— in fact, a twig” on foreign 
policy. Kerry rejecfed what 
he said was McCain’s “pre¬ 
mature judgment about 
the failure of everything.” 
For all his partisan bluster 


and fierce conviction, Mc¬ 
Cain has a record of deal¬ 
making so established that 
it inflames some on the 
political right, Kerry said. 
The pair, both decorated 
Vietnam veterans, played 
key roles when President Bill 
Clinton normalized relations 
with Vietnam in 1995. More 
recently, McCain’s been a 
member of biparfisan Sen¬ 
ate groups that worked out 
deals on judges and im¬ 
migration, though a bipar¬ 
tisan immigration reform 
measure passed by the 
Senate stalled in the House. 
“He’s a guy you want fight¬ 
ing with you if you can find 
a way” to compromise, 
Kerry said in a statement 
to The Associated Press. 
“This moment is a big one 
for him, and he has the 
capacity to really make a 
deep impact.” 

McCain is a frequent target 
of the right, who complain 
about his work with Demo¬ 
crats, from the late Massa¬ 
chusetts Sen.Ted Kennedy 
to Democrat-turned-inde- 
pendent Sen. Joe Lieber- 
man of Connecficut. 

On the Pentagon, McCain 
is looking to a longtime role 
model, Arizona Sen. Barry 
Goldwater, who returned 
to the Senate after losing 
the 1964 presidential rate 
and served as chairman of 
the Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee. 

McCain said the commit¬ 
tee will tackle Pentagon re¬ 
structuring. He also wants to 
end the automatic spend¬ 
ing cuts that affected the 
military. Early next month, 
he expects the committee 
to confirm Ashton Carter as 
Obama’s new secretary of 
defense. 
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U.S. teens on 
alleged crime 
spree captured 


PANAMA CITY BEACH, Flor¬ 
ida (AP) — Two teenage 
sweethearts suspected in 
a crime spree of stolen ve¬ 
hicles and pilfered checks 
across the U.S. South have 
been taken into custody in 
Florida, Kentucky authori¬ 
ties said Sunday. 

Grayson County Sheriff of¬ 
ficials said in a statement 
that 18-year-old Dalton 
Hayes and his 13-year-old 
girlfriend, Cheyenne Phil¬ 
lips, were arrested with¬ 
out incident about 12:10 
a.m. Sunday in Panama 
City Beach. The two had 
eluded police in multiple 
states while raising con¬ 
cern about their increas¬ 
ingly bold behavior. 
Authorities said the U.S. 
Marshal’s Service and local 
law enforcement in Pana¬ 
ma City Beach discovered 
Hayes and Phillips asleep in 
a 2001 Toyota Tundra that 
was stolen in Georgia. The 
vehicle was surrounded by 
law enforcement and both 
Hayes and Phillips were 
taken into custody. Au¬ 
thorities plan to extradite 
the pair back to Kentucky 
where they are expected 
to face felony charges. 
According to Bay County 
jail records, Hayes was 
held Sunday on a charge 
of cusfodial interference. 
He will make his first court 
appearance Monday. 
Florida’s Department of 
Children & Families was 
called to assist Panama 
City Beach Police, but Phil¬ 
lips was not in the state’s 
custody, said DaMonica 
Rivas, a DCF spokeswom¬ 
an. 

"The juvenile has been tak¬ 
en to a safe location un¬ 
til arrangements with the 
family are made,” Rivas 
said. 

Hayes and Phillips began 
their run from the law and 
their families earlier this 
month when they vanished 
from fheir small homefown 
in western Kentucky. Au¬ 
thorities believe their trav¬ 
els took them to South Car¬ 
olina and Georgia. 


Hayes’ mother, Tammy 
Martin, had urged her son 
and his companion to sur¬ 
render and “face the con¬ 
sequences.” 

Martin said the couple 
had been dating for about 
three months. She said the 
girl portrayed herself as 
being 19, and the family, 
including Hayes, believed 
her. 

Cheyenne "would go in 
and write checks, and she 
would come out with ciga¬ 
rettes and stuff, so I didn’t 
have any reason not to be¬ 
lieve she wasn’t 19,” Martin 
said. "Because normally 
you can’t buy cigarettes 
when you’re 13 years old. 
By the time her son realized 
she was a mere 13, "he 
was already done in love 
with her,” Martin said. 
When he hit the road, 
Hayes was running away 
from trouble back home. 
He faces burglary and 
theft charges in his home 
county, stemming from an 
arrest late last year, ac¬ 
cording to Grayson Coun¬ 
ty court records. 

He was planning to be 
at the local judicial cen¬ 
ter on Jan. 5 to find out if 
a grand jury had indicted 
him on the charges, his 
mother said. His case did 
not come up, but by that 
time the teens were gone. 
Norman Chaffins, sheriff 
in Grayson Counfy, Ken- 
fucky, where the pair dis¬ 
appeared 14 days ago, 
said the couple’s behavior 
had become “increasingly 
brazen and dangerous.” 
Twice, the teens were able 
to evade law officers in 
Kentucky, the sheriff said. 
They crashed the first truck 
they stole and hid in the 
woods. Then they later 
stole another truck nearby, 
Chaffins said. 

Af one point, the two were 
spotted at a Wal-Mart in 
South Carolina, where the 
teens are thought to have 
passed two stolen checks, 
said Manning, South Caro¬ 
lina, Police Chief Blair Shaf¬ 
fer. 



This booking photo provided by the Bay County Sheriff’s Office 
shows 18-year-old Dalton Hayes following his arrest, Sunday, 
Jan. 18, 2015, in Panama City Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press. 


Authorities believe they 
then headed to Georgia 
and stole a pickup truck 
from the driveway of a 
man’s home, abouf 30 
miles (50 kilometers) south¬ 


east of Atlanta. The hom¬ 
eowner said he kept two 
handguns inside the vehi¬ 
cle that was stolen, Henry 
County police Lt. Joey 
Smith said. □ 
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No plea deal likely in Boston Marathon bombing case 



This file photo provided Friday, April 19, 2013 by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation shows Boston Marathon bombing 
suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. Jury selection for Tsarnaev’s trial is 
scheduled to begin on Monday, Jan. 5, 2015, in federal court in 
Boston. 


ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

focus of fhe Bosfon Moro- 
fhon bombing friol figures 
fo be os much on whof 
punishmenf Dzhokhar Tsar¬ 
naev could face as on his 
responsibilify for fhe af- 
fack. 

Wifh fesfimony expecfed 
fo sfarf lafer fhis monfh, 
fhe Jusfice Deparfmenf 
has given no indicafion 
if is open fo any proposal 
from fhe defense fo spare 
Tsarnaev’s life, pushing in- 
sfead foward a frial fhaf 
could resulf in a deafh sen- 
fence for fhe 21-year-old 
defendanf. 

In a deadly ferror case 
fhaf killed fhree people, in¬ 
cluding a child, and jolfed 
fhe cify, fhere may be liffle 
incenfive for prosecufors 


BURBANK, California (AP) 

— A 37-year-old model 
and actor featured on fhe 
cover of numerous fitness 
magazines was struck and 
killed by a train while filming 
on fhe tracks in Southern 
California, authorities said. 
Two men were filming 
George Plitt Jr. on fhe rail¬ 
road track north of fhe Bur¬ 
bank train station Saturday 
afternoon when Plitt was hit 
by a southbound train, said 
Burbank Police Sgf. Scoff 
Meadows. 

Investigators, who inter¬ 
viewed witnesses who saw 
Plitt standing on the track 
even as the train’s horn was 
blaring, have ruled out a 
suicide, he said. 

It appears Plitt may have 
believed fhe train was on 
a nearby, parallel track, 
Meadows said. “It’s like a 


who believe they have 
incontrovertible evidence 
to negotiate away their 


blind turn," he said. "When 
the train came, you might 
not be able to tell which set 
the train is on.” 

It was not immediately 
clear what the men were 
filming. Investigators are 
trying to determine who di¬ 
rected the men to film on 
the railroad track. 

Plitt also went by the name 
Greg and was a well-known 
fitness model, he said. 

The actor and West Point 
graduate has appeared 
on more than 200 maga¬ 
zine covers, Bravo’s reality 
television show “Work Out” 
and NBC’s daytime soap 
opera “Days of Our Lives,” 
according to a website in 
Plitt’s name. Plitt was born 
in Baltimore. He served 
five years in the Army af¬ 
ter graduating from West 
Point, the website said. □ 


Associated Press 

ability to seek the maxi¬ 
mum penalty possible. 
“There would be now, in 
my judgment, no reason 
for the government to re¬ 
verse course and not let 
12 citizens decide if the 
death penalty is appropri¬ 
ate,” said Larry Mackey, a 
former Justice Department 
prosecutor involved in the 
case of Oklahoma City 
federal building bomber 
Timothy McVeigh, who 
was executed in 2001. 

The prospect of a death 
sentence, a rare punish¬ 
ment in the federal sys¬ 
tem, raises the stakes of a 
trial that will revisit in gory 
detail the 2013 attack that 
also injured more than 260 
people. Should the jury find 
Tsarnaev guilty, it would 
then decide in a separate 
penalty phase whether he 
should be sentenced to 
death. Jury selection is un¬ 
derway and the judge has 
said he hopes to begin tes¬ 
timony on Jan. 26. 

Only three federal inmates, 
including McVeigh, have 
been put to death since 


2001. Recent bungled ex¬ 
ecutions at the state level 
have placed the prac¬ 
tice under scrutiny, with 
President Barack Obama 
directing the Justice De¬ 
partment last year to in¬ 
vestigate how the death 
penalty is applied across 
the U.S. 

Despite his own personal 
reservations about the 
death penalty. Attorney 
General Eric Holder says 
the government is com¬ 
mitted to seeking that 
punishment for Tsarnaev. 
Prosecutors have cited 
factors including a “lack 
of remorse,” the evident 
premeditation involved in 
the attack and allegations 
that Tsarnaev also killed 
a Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology police of¬ 
ficer after the bombing 
at the marathon finish line 
that left an 8-year-old boy 
dead. 

“The nature of the con¬ 
duct at issue and the re¬ 
sultant harm compel this 
decision,” Holder said in a 
statement last January. 
There has been no indi¬ 
cation the government 
has wavered in that deci¬ 
sion, even though one of 
Tsarnaev’s lawyers, Judy 
Clarke, has gotten pros¬ 
ecutors to spare the lives 
of three high-profile killers: 
Unabomber Ted Kaczyn- 
ski, Olympic Park bomber 
Eric Rudolph and Jared 
Loughner, who killed six 
people and wounded 
former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords. 

But there’s also no pre¬ 
dicting how a trial will play 
out, including whether a 
conviction would result in 
a death sentence — par¬ 
ticularly in liberal Massa¬ 
chusetts, which abolished 
its state death penalty in 


1984. In a bid to save his 
life, defense lawyers may 
hope to cast Tsarnaev as 
an impressionable young 
man pressured into partici¬ 
pating in the attack by his 
older brother, Tamerlan, 
who died after a firefight 
with police days after the 
bombing. 

Gerald Zerkin, a Virginia 
defense lawyer who rep¬ 
resented Sept. 11 conspir¬ 
ator Zacarias Moussaoui, 
who is now serving a life 
sentence, said there are 
obvious benefits for the 
government to accept a 
plea in death penalty cas¬ 
es, including to reduce the 
uncertainty of a trial and 
to spare victims and their 
loved ones from reliving 
the horrific facts of a case. 
“You can get a resolution 
that is life without parole, 
and you could do it fora lot 
less money, a lot less time, 
a lot fewer resources” and 
without “re-traumatizing 
victims,” Zerkin said. 

Rob Owen, a professor 
who runs a death penalty 
case clinic at Northwest¬ 
ern University, said a death 
sentence will result in years 
of legal appeals whereas 
a guilty plea would pre¬ 
sumably help the case 
fade faster from public at¬ 
tention. 

But with the trial’s opening 
arguments less than two 
weeks away, any window 
for a deal to spare Tsar¬ 
naev’s life has likely closed 
and there’s little reason for 
the government to enter¬ 
tain the possibility, Mackey 
said. 

“The calculus was done. 
I’m sure in this case, the 
day after the bombing, 
when people were faced 
full-front with the ugly sce¬ 
nario left on the streets of 
Boston,” he said. □ 


Fitness model struck and 
killed by train in California 
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Israeli Japanese premiers 
call for closer cooperation 


JERUSALEM (AP) — The 

leaders of Israel and Japan 
have called for greafer bi- 
laferol economic coopero- 
fion during a meefing in Je¬ 
rusalem. 


Israeli Prime Minisfer Benja¬ 
min Nefonyahu said of a 
meefing wifh Prime Minis¬ 
fer Shinzo Abe on Sunday 
fhof “The fufure belongs fo 
fhose who innovofe. Japan 


is a counfry of innovafion, 
Israel is a counfry of inno¬ 
vafion...fogefher we can 
do a lof more.” 

If is fhe firsf visif fo Israel by 
a Japanese premier since 


2006. 


UK Home Secretary 
urges fresh action to 
combat anti-Semitism 


LONDON (AP) — Brifain's 
Home Secrefory Theresa 
May has urged fresh ocfion 
fo combof onfi-Semifism 
amid fears in fhe Jewish 
communify following fhe 
ferror affacks in Paris. 

May said Sunday fhe hos- 
fage siege on fhe Jewish 
supermarkef was a chilling 
reminder of anfi-Semific 
prejudice. 

Speaking af a commemo- 
rofion for offack vicfims. 
May said fhof she “never 
fhoughf I would see fhe 
day when members of fhe 


Jewish communify in fhe 
Unifed Kingdom would 
say fhey were fearful of re¬ 
maining here in fhe Unifed 
Kingdom.” 

May says efforfs fo combof 
anfi-Semifism musf be re¬ 
doubled because Jews are 
infegral fo Brifain. 

“Wifhouf ifs Jews, Brifain 
would nof be Brifain, jusf 
as wifhouf ifs Muslims, Brif¬ 
ain would nof be Brifain 
— wifhouf ifs Sikhs, Hindus, 
Chrisfians and people of 
ofher faifhs, Brifain would 
nof be Brifain.” 


“Japan and Israel are bofh 
counfries fhaf don’f have 
much of fhe nafural re¬ 
sources buf whaf we have 
is human resources,” Abe 
said, adding fhaf fies are 
growing “in every field.” 
Abe is on a six-day visif fo 
fhe Middle Easf wifh a del- 



egafion of more fhan 100 presidenfs of Japanese 
governmenf officials and companies. 


Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, left, speaks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during a conference in Jerusalem, 
Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015. Abe is on his six-day visit to the Middle 
East. 

Associated Press 
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Israeli strikes kill Hezbollah fighters in Syria 



In this picture taken on Feb., 22, 2008, Jihad AAughniyeh, the 
son ot slain top Hezbollah commander Imod AAughniyeh, 
speaks during a rally to commemorate his tother and two other 
leaders Abbas AAusawi and Rogheb Harb, in the Shiite suburb 
of Beirut, Lebanon. Associated Press 


DIAA HADID 
ZEINA KARAAA 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — An Israeli 
strike in Syria an Sunday 
killed the son of a slain top 
Hezbollah commander 


and another four fight¬ 
ers in a move that could 
ratchet up tensions with 
the powerful Lebanese 
Shiite movement, which re¬ 
cently boasted of rockets 
that can hit any part of the 


Jewish state. 

Hezbollah fighters in towns 
and villages along the 
border with Israel went 
on high alert, said an offi¬ 
cial from the group. In the 
Shiite-dominated areas of 
south Lebanon and Beirut 
the streets emptied quick¬ 
ly, as residents feared an 
escalation. Hezbollah-run 
al-Manar TV warned that 
Israel was “playing with fire 
that puts the security of 
the whole Middle East on 
edge.” 

A Hezbollah official identi¬ 
fied one of the five slain 
men as Jihad Mughniyeh, 
the son of Imad Mughni¬ 
yeh, a top Hezbollah oper¬ 
ative assassinated in 2008 
in Damascus. Hezbollah 
blames Israel for the kill¬ 
ing and has long vowed 
to avenge his death. The 
official said the dead in¬ 
cluded another senior He¬ 
zbollah commander, Mo¬ 
hammed Issa, and at least 
one Iranian national with 
the group. 

The official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
brief the media. 

Israel’s military did not 
comment on Sunday's in¬ 
cident. 

Jihad Mughniyeh is one of 
the most prominent Hez¬ 
bollah officials to die in Syr¬ 
ia since the group entered 
the fray in 2012, fighting 
alongside President Bashar 
Assad’s forces against the 
Sunni-led rebellion. 
Sunday’s strike targeted 
two Hezbollah vehicles 
as fighters were inspect¬ 
ing positions in the Golan 
Heights, close to the Israeli- 
controlled frontier, in an 
area known as Mazrat al- 
Amal. 

Hezbollah’s media wing 
said “a number” of fighters 
were killed, but did not pro¬ 
vide names. 

“While a group of Hezbol¬ 
lah fighters were on a field 


inspection of the town, 
Mazrat al-Amal... They 
faced rocket shelling from 
helicopters of the Israeli en¬ 
emy, leading to the martyr¬ 
dom of a number of holy 
warrior brothers, whose 
names will be announced 
once their honorable fami¬ 
lies have been informed,” 
it said. 

The Hezbollah fighters were 
in two vehicles when they 
were hit, said another of¬ 
ficial who requested ano¬ 
nymity because he wasn’t 
authorized to speak to me¬ 
dia. 

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights, which relies on ac¬ 
tivists inside Syria, also said 
Israeli airstrikes targeted 
two vehicles in the area. 
Syria’s state-run media said 
six people were killed, and 
that a child was serious¬ 
ly wounded. Conflicting 
death tolls are common 
after violent incidents in 
Syria. 

A Syrian activist said Hez¬ 
bollah was widely rumored 
to be training pro-Assad 
militiamen and Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces near the 
area of the strikes. The ac¬ 
tivist, who uses the name 
Abu Omar, said the tiny 
community was close to 
rebel positions, and that 
they had obtained the 
information from people 
there. 

Israel and Hezbollah fought 
a devastating war in 2006, 
but since then have largely 
shied away from direct 
confrontation. But on Thurs¬ 
day Hezbollah’s leader 
Hasson Nasrallah boasted 
that the group’s rockets 
could hit any part of Israel 
and threatened to invade 
the Galilee region of north¬ 
ern Israel in the next war 
between the two bitter 
foes. 

But Lebanese political ana¬ 
lyst Imad Salamey said He¬ 
zbollah’s hands could be 


tied because it is so heav¬ 
ily invested in Syria. “It’s 
an awkward situation,” he 
said. 

He said Hezbollah was un¬ 
likely to open up a second 
front in Lebanon while so 
many of its fighters are 
bogged down in Syria, 
and that it would probably 
not retaliate from Syria be¬ 
cause it “invites increasing 
involvement by Israel to 
attack its operation inside 
Syria.” 

“It does not have much to 
work with,” Salamey said. 
Since Syria’s conflict be¬ 
gan in March 2011, Israel 
has carried out several 
airstrikes in Syria that have 
targeted sophisticated 
weapons systems, includ¬ 
ing Russian-made anti-air¬ 
craft missiles and Iranian- 
made missiles, believed to 
be destined for Hezbollah. 
The last such airstrike was in 
early December, when Is¬ 
raeli warplanes struck near 
Damascus’ international 
airport, as well as outside 
a town close to the Syria- 
Lebanon border. 

Jihad Mughniyeh was es¬ 
timated to be around 25, 
said a friend who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because of the subject’s 
sensitivity. The friend said 
Mughniyeh was one of the 
Hezbollah fighters tasked 
with overseeing operations 
in the Golan Heights. 
Officials close to Hezbollah 
said he was active in the 
group from a young age. 
He was a Hezbollah stu¬ 
dent activist at the Leba¬ 
nese American University, 
and took on a more promi¬ 
nent role after the death of 
his father. His photograph 
has been taken with the 
group’s leader Nasrallah, 
highlighting their closeness. 
The officials spoke on 
condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were 
not authorized to speak 
publicly.Q 
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Irish Cabinet minister announces he’s gay 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — A senior 
Cabinet minister in Ireland 
says he's gay, becoming 
the first openly homosex¬ 
ual government figure in 
the history of the tradition¬ 
ally conservative Catholic 
country. 

Sunday’s announcement 
on state radio by Health 
Minister Leo Varadkar re¬ 
ceived v/idespread praise 
for its straightforward hon¬ 
esty. Analysts said his deci¬ 
sion was likely to be viewed 
with hindsight as a land¬ 
mark of social change in a 
country that, until 1993, out¬ 
lawed homosexual acts. 
Varadkar said he decided 
to declare his sexuality in 
advance of government 
moves this year to ad¬ 
vance gay rights. These 
include plans to legalize 
gay marriage, permit ho¬ 
mosexual men to donate 



In this Dec. 27, 2013 file 
photo, shows health minister 
Leo Varadkar in Dublin, 
Ireland. Associated Press 

blood, and create greater 
parenthood rights for gays 
in surrogate-pregnancy 
cases. He said May’s con¬ 
stitutional referendum on 
gay marriage, in particular, 
got him thinking about go¬ 
ing public. 

“I was thinking about the 
arguments that I might 
make. That’s what politi¬ 
cians do. You rehearse 


German opposition 
leader faces cannabis 
piant investigation 


BERLIN (AP) — A German 
opposition party says one 
of its leaders’ immunity 
from prosecution has been 
lifted amid an investiga¬ 
tion by prosecutors after 
he was filmed with a can¬ 
nabis plant on his balcony. 
The Greens said Sunday 
that co-chairman Gem 
Ozdemir’s parliamentary 
immunity from prosecu¬ 
tion was lifted last month. 
The Bild am Sonntag news¬ 
paper reported that Berlin 
prosecutors opened an 
investigation into suspect¬ 
ed growing of drugs after 
an Ice Bucket Challenge 
video last summer showed 
Ozdemir dousing himself 
in cold water with a can¬ 
nabis plant in the back¬ 
ground. 



Green Party co-chairman 
Cem Ozdemir gives a 
statement in Berlin, Sunday 
Jan. 18, 2015. 

Associated Press 

Prosecutors couldn’t im¬ 
mediately be reached for 
comment Sunday. 
Ozdemir said prosecutors 
had been in touch with 
him. He advocates legal¬ 
izing cannabis and said 
it’s "high time’’ to follow 
the example of some U.S. 
sfafes and put the issue on 
the German Parliament’s 
agenda.Q 


your arguments, you write 
them down, you run them 
by a few people. All the 
arguments that I was go¬ 
ing to make were kind 
of detached ... and that 
wouldn’t have been en¬ 
tirely honest,” he told RTE. 
“Because what I really want 
to say is that I’d like the ref¬ 
erendum to pass because 
I’d like to be an equal citi¬ 
zen in my own country — 
the country in which I hap¬ 
pen to be a member of 


government — and at the 
moment I’m not,” he said. 
Varadkar, who made his 
announcement on his 36th 
birthday, is highly regarded 
in Irish political circles as 
one of the government’s 
hardest working members 
and a potential future 
prime minister. Specula¬ 
tion about his sexuality had 
grown in recent months, 
reflecting Varadkar’s de¬ 
cision to tell an increasing 
circle of his family, friends 


and polifical colleagues in 
private. 

Varadkar said he told his 
parents in advance of his 
plans to come out publicly, 
in part because he didn’t 
want them to get the news 
from fellow parishioners af 
Catholic Mass. 

He said he also tele¬ 
phoned Prime Minister 
Enda Kenny on Saturday 
to tell him he was gay and 
planned to tell the na¬ 
tion the following day.Q 
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Venezuelan textbooks teach math, science, socialism 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Students here study math 
by calculating the benefits 
of government land take¬ 
overs. They practice English 
by reciting Vv'here late Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez was 
born and learn civics by 
explaining why the elderly 
should give him thanks. 
Pro-administration mes¬ 
sages scattered through 
the pages of Venezuela’s 
textbooks have become 
yet another point of con¬ 
flict in this hyper-polarized 
country, where Chavez’s 
socialist party won a bare 
majority in the presidential 
elections of 2013. 



In this Dec. 11,2014 photo, a public school teacher shows a textbook page with the biography of 
Venezuela’s former President Hugo Chavez at the school’s library in Caracas, Venezuela. 
Associated Press 


Parents recently tossed 
books into the streets in 
front of some schools and 
burned them, acts the loy¬ 
alist media campared ta 
censorship by the Nazis in 
1930s Germany. As children 
head back to school after 
winter break, many Ven¬ 
ezuelans remain outraged 
aver texts that treat the 
faunder at a deeply divisive 
socialist revolution with the 


sort of reverence U.S. text¬ 
books reserve for George 
Washington. 

Math lessons include cal¬ 
culations of how much 
production has increased 
as a result at the gavern- 
ment’s agrarian reform ini¬ 
tiative, and how much land 
the government still has to 
reclaim tram private awn- 


ers. Students are asked ta 
figure out how much shop¬ 
pers save at government- 
subsidized appliance stores 
created by Chavez. 
Learning English? Answer 
the questian, “Where was 
Hugo Chavez born?" 

"They are brainwashing 
aur kids, erasing aur na¬ 
tion’s history, and replacing 
it with their own version,” 
said information technol¬ 
ogy worker Hector Cuevas, 
who was appalled when 
his son brought home the 
books as a sixth-grader. 

For defenders, the “Bolivar¬ 
ian" textbooks introduced 
in 2011 include history tra¬ 
ditionally left out of grade 
schoal educatian, and tie 
lessens to real-life examples 
in socialist Venezuela. 
Minister of Education Hec¬ 
tor Rodriguez defended 
the books this fall, and also 
urged critics to work with 
the government to improve 
the collection. 

“Certainly they can be im¬ 
proved, like any human 
endeavor,” he said, ac- 


carding ta Venezuelan 
news website Noticias24. 
"Those who want to criti¬ 
cize should read the books, 
and when they find an error 
they should let us know to 
correct it.” 

But for opponents, the 
problem is not errors so 
much as what they see as 
attacks on government 
foes and propaganda for 
controversial programs. 

An early edition of the 
government’s social stud¬ 
ies book shows a photo of 
an elderly persan writing, 
“Thanks, Chavez” and in¬ 
structs students tc explain 
why. 

One book interrupts an ex- 
planatian of fractions to 
praise a faod pragram "de¬ 
veloped by the Bolivarian 
government to ensure that 
the poor can eat.” 

While all students receive 
the backs, they are in 
widest use in pcor areas, 
where they are often the 
only option for teachers. 
At Consuelo Navas Tovar 
high school at the fringes of 
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one of Caracas’ sprawling 
slums, students in navy blue 
uniforms study their English 
textbooks at grimy desks 
crammed intc a bare- 
walled classroom. 

The book has students dis¬ 
cuss a study hall sponsored 
by a government agency 
known by an arcane acro¬ 
nym. 

“It’s a project of FUNDABIT!” 
one student is told to say. 
“That is excellent!" the part¬ 
ner replies. 

Geometry professor Tomas 
Guardia of Central Univer¬ 
sity of Venezuela has spent 
months documenting what 
he and his colleagues call 
basic errors in math bcoks. 
One defines a square as a 
shape with four sides, when 
that could be a rectangle 
or a rhombus. 

“I’m not a historian, but 
if the math textbook is so 
problematic, there’s a 
good chance this book is 
also full or errors and pro¬ 
paganda” he said, gestur¬ 
ing to a photo of Chavez 
embracing a child in sccial 
studies bcok captioned, 
“The future of the land of 
Bolivar is her children.” 
Cuevas, meanwhile, often 
pulls out his father’s old 
math textboak ta use as 
a reference for his son. He 
fantasizes about a collec¬ 
tion of textbooks that would 
reflect his less-sunny vision 
of modern Venezuela. 
“They always use examples 
like, ‘If yaur mather goes to 
a government-subsidized 
supermarket and buys two 
pounds of sugar and three 
pounds of meat, haw many 
pounds does she have?”’ 
he said. "Why don’t they 
use an example like, ‘If you 
mother spends two hours in 
lines waiting to buy sugar, 
and later waits three haurs 
to buy meat, how many 
hours has she waited?”’ 



































Real Island Life: Notes From A Day On Aruba! 


PALM BEACH - First of all, I 
like to welcome you to my 
island in the sun. Aruba’s 
weather is always so pre¬ 
dictable (hot and windy) 
and that might be the main 
reason you decided to 
come visit us. Of course be¬ 
sides the sun there is much 
more like: beaches, res¬ 
taurants, shopping, gam¬ 
bling, activities and more. 
Talking about all those 
fun things to do here, if 
you live on the island full 
time, and work every day, 
you might forget that we 
truly live in a paradise. 
Of course on your off 
day you might go swim¬ 
ming or drive around 
but it is after a few more 
days at home when you 
start realizing how beauti¬ 
ful our island really is. So I 
took some time to “smell 

the ocean breeze”. 

I truly think that all locals 
should do so, once in a 
while, to appreciate where 
we live and what we have. □ 
Enjoy breakfast outside in 
your patio or yard. Breathe 
in and out.... Let it sink in 
a little. No rush and no 
hurry. Take time to enjoy 
your fresh squeezed lemon 
juice from your backyard 
trees with a fish omelet (left 
over's from last night's in¬ 


credible catch of the day). 
Grab an ice cooler, fill it up 
with anything you like to 
drink cold, and start driv¬ 
ing. Of course you can get 
in an air-conditioned car, 
but also nice for the ex¬ 
perience are the open-air 
jeeps. In that case all you 
need is to protect yourself 
with sun block because our 
sun is really strong-1 recom¬ 
mend Aruba Aloe brand! 
Packed with a towel and 
the ice cooler I started driv¬ 
ing along the coast line. 
Never realized how many 
different shades of blue 
really exist in the ocean. I 
counted at least 9 differ¬ 
ent types of blues-just like 
you see in famous mov¬ 
ies like the “blue lagoon”. 
First stop was the famous 
Charlie’s Bar in San Nico- 
laas Main Street. Genera¬ 
tion after generation of 
Charlie's have been run¬ 
ning this cozy place, where 
you can spend hours look¬ 
ing around and identifying 
all the things visiting tourists 
have left behind to person¬ 
alize the bar, like baseball 
caps, business cards, li¬ 
cense plates and of course 
weird kind of souvenirs. Go 

check it out yourself. 

Up to Baby Beach and 
Rogers beach. These are 




the places locals go. This 
is where we teach our kids 
to swim. Calm and shallow 
waters, lots of space to lie 
out and catch some sun. If 
you pick a spot close to the 
Snack Container where 
they sell burger and re¬ 
freshments you can enjoy 
24-7 “golden oldies”. Music 

you grew up with.After 

a few hours of “vegging” 
on the beach staring at 
the turquoise ocean and 
listening to the birds that 
fly by and walk around it 
is time to get some food. 
Zeerovers in Savaneta is 
the place to go. Simple, 
clean and oh so good! The 
freshest fish on the island. 


brought in directly by our 
local fisherman. You or¬ 
der by the piece and or 
pound and as little or as 
much as you want. The 
price for fish and chips is 
so good that you for sure 
would ask: “is that all”? 
No fancy dinner ware, just 
plain easy simple plastic 
but I promise you that you 
will be licking your fingers 
while enjoying a few drinks 
and the best sunset on 

the island, island style. 

You see now that a day 
in Aruba can fly by as 
long as you have fun en¬ 
joy every moment of it. 
Yes, you are in 
PARADISEHQ 
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At Bugaloe: 



Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


Aruban Fresh Fish Right Off The Coast! 


LeVent 


FOR SALE 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 


(Tam 'Beam 


PALM BEACH - Fresher 
than Fresh, is what you 
are served in the popular 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill, 
located at De Palm Pier, 
between the RIU Palace 
Hotel and The Raddison 
Hotel. Mondays will no 
longer be just another 
Monday. No! It's Crazy 
Fish Monday at Bugaloe! 
Beautiful colorful plotter of 
exquisite fish, yellow rice 
and rich vegetables is what 
you will be served from 
Chef Hernandez' kitchen 
every Monday. Whether 
choosing Fried Fish Basket 
for only $15 or a delicious 
Red Snapper for $20, you 
wish it was Monday every 
day! 

Bugaloe is known for fun 
and craziness, so it was 
only logical Chef More 
Hernandez likes to go 
wild when it comes to his 


cooking. Caught in the 
morning, served of night 
is the true Bugaloe way, 
maybe this explains its 
popularity from the start. 
Crazy Fish Monday is served 
from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m. 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 9 a.m. 
till midnight. Start your day 
of right with a delicious 
cappuccino, or walk in 
to enjoy a casual lunch in 
between sunbathing. A 
few nights a week Bugaloe 
is host to some of the best 
live bands of Aruba, while 
you ore savoring dinner 
and enjoying the beautiful 
Aruba Sunset! Don't forget 
to make one hourin the day 
even happier at Bugaloe's 
daily Happy Hour from 5 till 
6 p.m. Reservations are not 
necessary, just follow your 
hips to the music and the 
fun and smiles saluting you! 
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George and Sue menkes honored at the Divi Phoenix 



Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority hod the 
great pleasure of honor¬ 
ing o very nice couple 
os Distinguished Ambas¬ 
sadors of Goodwill at the 
Aruba Divi Phoenix. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism os a 
token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20 or more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
George and Sue Menk¬ 


es from New York. The 
Menkes family ore loyal 
members of the Aruba 
Divi Phoenix and they 
love Aruba very much be¬ 
cause of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the climate, beaches, 
restaurants, the stunning 
view of their room and 
Aruba feels like o second 
home, the people ore like 
o family to them and the 
Divi Phoenix is their home 
away from home. This year 
the whole family is bock 
on the island, George and 




Sue brought the children 
and the grandchildren 
with them on this trip. The 
Menkes family loves Aruba 
so much they hove their 


car number plate from 
NY with ARUBAHHH writ¬ 
ten on it. The certificates 
were presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 


Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mr. Carlos 
Werlemon and GM Mr. 
Gerrit Griffith representing 
the Divi Phoenix.Q 
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Aruba Marriott appoints new Complex Director of Finance 

Raymond Habibe rejoins the Aruba Marriott with over 
20 years of experience in finance 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA - Jan¬ 
uary 2015 - Aruba Marriatt 
is proud to announce the 
appointment of Raymond 
Habibe as its new Complex 
Director of Finance. 

In 1995 Raymond started 
his career os Assistant Con¬ 
troller at the Aruba Marriott 
and was the first Opera¬ 
tions Controller at the Mar¬ 
riott Aruba Ocean Club. 
Having previously worked 
as Director of Finance at 
Curacao Marriott and oth¬ 
er renowned hotels on the 
island, Raymond returns 
to the Aruba Marriott with 
over twenty years of expe¬ 
rience in the finance disci¬ 
pline. 

“We are very excited to 
have Raymond on board 


os part of the Aruba Mar¬ 
riott family and are confi¬ 
dent that he will bring great 
energy, focus, local knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm into 
his role," said Tom Calame, 
Complex General Manag¬ 
er of the Aruba Marriott. 

As Complex Director of Fi¬ 
nance, Raymond will be 
responsible for leading the 
hotel accounting and fi¬ 
nance activities, as well as 
contributing to the overall 
success of the three prop¬ 
erties by effectively man¬ 
aging all financial objec¬ 
tives. 

The Aruba Marriott wel¬ 
comes Raymond and 
wishes him the best of luck 
os he takes on his new re¬ 
sponsibilities. 
















































SPORTS^ 


MONDAY 19 JANUARY 2015 




Seattle Seahawks’ Russell Wil¬ 
son cries after overtime of the 
NFL football NFC Champion¬ 
ship game against the Green 
Bay Packers Sunday, Jan. 18, 
2015, in Seattle. The Seahawks 
won 28-22 to advance to Su¬ 
per Bowl XLIX. 

Associated Press 


Seahawks 
rally stuns 
Packers in 
OT for NFC title 

By BARRY WILNER 
(SEATTLE (AP) — The loud¬ 
est stadium in America was 
silent. A return trip to the 
Super Bowl was slipping 
away. Time for the Seattle 
Seahawks to show why 
they are champions. 

“You have the belief these 
guys have in one another, 
there is nothing you can’t 
do," coach Pete Carroll 
said after an implausible 
comeback for a 28-22 vic¬ 
tory over Green Bay in the 
NFC championship game 
Sunday. Plagued by turn¬ 
overs and outplayed much 
of the day, the Seahawks 
staged a stunning rally built 
on resilience. Russell Wil¬ 
son, who struggled until the 
final minutes, hit Jermaine 
Kearse for a 35-yard touch¬ 
down 3:19 into the extra 
period to win it. 

The Seahawks became 
the first defending cham¬ 
pion to make the Super 
Bowl in 10 years, and will 
play the winner of the AFC 
title game between India¬ 
napolis and New England. 
How they got there was 
stunning. 

Continued on page 20 
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Lunch & Dinner 

Located! in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 


Japanese and Chinese^ kci>;laijrajil 


in parking lot. 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard. 77r [ex-Westin Hotelf Tel: 586-3388. 


‘Uncharted territory’: Vonn matches all-time wins record 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy 
(AP) — Lindsey Vonn never 
thought she would nnoke it 
this for. 

Perhaps that’s why, otter 
nnotching the World Cup’s 
oll-tinne record for wins 
Sunday, she rated it “right 
below’’ her Olynnpic gold 
nnedol on her lengthy list of 
career ochievennents. 

“It’s hard to really compare 
the two,’’ Vonn said. “It’s 
one race over the span of 
my career. (Olympic gold) 
means a lot to me because 
it was Q childhood dream. I 
never thought that I would 
moke it this for os for os 
World Cup wins. This is kind 
of uncharted territory for 
me.’’ 

Vonn skied through thick fog 
and soft snow to win a de¬ 
manding downhill and tie 
Annemorie Moser-Proell’s 
35-year-old record of 62 
World Cup victories, cap¬ 
ping Q comeback from two 
knee surgeries that kept 
her out of lost year’s Sochi 
Olympics. 

“Lindsey mode history to¬ 
day,’’ said Patrick RimI, on 
Austrian who is the U.S. Al¬ 
pine director and who has 


worked with Vonn since she 
was Q junior racer. “She’s 
the greatest skier in the 
world and she will be for a 
long time.’’ 

Vonn was on track to smash 


the record two years ago 
before she crashed at the 
world championships and 
tore up her right knee, re¬ 
quiring serious surgery. She 
attempted to return for So¬ 
chi but re-injured her knee 


two months before the 
gomes and hod to hove sur¬ 
gery again. 

“The lost two years hove 
been pretty tough and a 
lot of people counted me 


out and thought I would 
never reach this record,’’ 
Vonn said. “A lot of people 
thought that I would never 
win again. I never stopped 
believing in myself and I think 
I proved everyone wrong.’’ 


Vonn clocked a time of 1 
minute, 39.61 seconds down 
the Olympia delle Tofone 
course to finish 0.32 ahead 
of Elisabeth GoergI of Aus¬ 
tria. Donielo Merighetti of 


Italy was third, 0.54 bock. 

At the finish, Vonn collapsed 
to the snow in a scene of re¬ 
lief, then used her ski poles to 
pick herself bock up, flashed 
Q big smile and received a 
hug from overall World Cup 
leader Tina Maze, who fin¬ 
ished fifth. 

“I wasn’t quite sure whether 
I would be fast because the 
snow was soft,’’ Vonn said. 
“But I come to the finish 
and was just so happy. It’s 
been a long rood the lost 
two years with both of my 
knee injuries. It’s been pretty 
tough. But I’m bock and I’m 
winning and 62 feels pretty 
damn awesome.’’ 

Family and members of 
Vonn’s coaching staff put 
on celebratory T-shirts that 
said, “Congratulations to 
our golden Lindsey! Awe¬ 
some!’’ 

Vonn con break Moser- 
Proell’s record in a super-G 
scheduled for Monday. 

“I think 62 is more important 


to me,’’ Vonn said. “Now I 
feel like from here on out I’m 
already tied for No. 1.’’ 
Moser-Proell, on Austrian 
great, established the re¬ 
cord between 1970 and 
1980. 

Swedish standout Ingemork 
Stenmork holds the men’s 
record of 86 wins. 

“I feel like everyone has 
been talking about (the re¬ 
cord) so much and it’s a little 
bit frustrating because I just 
wont to focus on the skiing,’’ 
Vonn said. “I’m happy that 
the story is hopefully behind 
me now so I con just move 
forward and continue to do 
my best and hopefully get a 
lot more wins.’’ 

Vonn’s third win of the sea¬ 
son — all in downhill — and 
the eighth of her career in 
Cortina was anything but 
straightforward. 

As clouds moved over the 
middle of the course, the 
race was momentarily sus¬ 
pended after 12 skiers come 
down. And even when 
Vonn and the other favorites 
went, visibility varied over 
each section of the piste. 
Vonn come down with the 
No. 20 bib and hod a ner¬ 
vous wait when GoergI 
come down with No. 22 
and was faster at the first 
two checkpoints. But GoergI 
couldn’t keep up with Vonn 
on the final turns. 

“I maintained my speed on 
the bottom and that’s where 
I won the race,’’ Vonn said. 
GoergI, who swept gold in 
downhill and super-G at the 
2011 world championships, 
wasn’t interested in discuss¬ 
ing Vonn’s record. 

“For me it’s more about the 
racing and the competi¬ 
tion,’’ the Austrian said. “The 
statistics and all that stuff, I 
don’t really core.’’ 

While Vonn sprayed plenty 
of champagne on the po¬ 
dium — after struggling to 
open the bottle for a while 
— she wasn’t planning a big 
party yet.Q 
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Lindsey Vonn smiles on the podium after winning an alpine ski, women’s World Cup downhill, in 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015. Associated Press 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Olfsnn^ Q wde variely oF Rettrif & Dining Oufltlv 
Sdnn & Spa Sorvices, SDuveiiics and rrrdr^. 


Bqs kin Robbins | Ounkin Donuls ] Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
Juan Voider Cofe | Subwny | R-Gloss [ Slioloni Body and Soul Spa 
Kelly wood Smokehouse | Hungry Pironho | Arubo Aloe 
Bijnux Terrier Bnulique | The lazy Lizard | The Murkel 
TOF TwisI of Flavors com' 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 1 Qam lo 4ajn«JX Irqusquin Btvd 
58 3,5000 - ()asin.aa|hairhra<cafn 


Jimmy Walker wins Sony Open by record 9 strokes 


the following 
week with a 
great rally. 

Walker didn't 
do that 
much wrong 
at Kapalua 
except for 
one bad 
swing off 
the tee and 
failing to 
make a few 
putts. Still, the 
loss stung, 
and he was 
more than 

happy to Jimmy Walker celebrates with the trophy 
head home after winning the Sony Open golf tournament, 
to Texas for Sunday, Jan. 18,2015, in Honolulu. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

HONOLULU (AP) — Six days 
after losing a tournament 
on Maui he felt he should 
have won, Jimmy Walker 
turned in a command 
performance Sunday on 
Oahu. He blew away the 
field with a 7-under 63 to 
win the Sony Open for the 
second straight year. 

His fourth career victory was 
the most impressive of all. 
On a course that lends itself 
to a free-for-all. Walker shot 
62-63 on the weekend and 
never gave anyone much 
of a chance, winning by 
a tournament-record nine 
shots. The previous record 
was seven shots, last set in 
2000 by Paul Azinger. 
Walker became the first 
repeat winner at the Sony 
Open since Ernie Els in 2004. 
Scott Piercy closed with a 
66 to finish alone in second. 
Matt Kuchar, who started 
the final round two shots out 
of the lead, didn't make a 
birdie and shot 71 to tie for 
third with Harris English and 


Gory Woodland, who each 
had o 67. Kuchar ended his 
streak of 255 rounds on the 
PGA Tour with at least one 
birdie. 

But this was Walker's show, 
and it couldn't have 
happened at a better time. 
Walker had a three-shot 
lead with five holes to play 
at Kapalua last Monday 
when he wound up losing 
to Patrick Reed in a playoff 
at the Tournament of 
Champions. With o quick 
turnaround, he quickly put 
it behind him. 

“I really wanted to finish out 
the day like I didn't do last 
week," Walker said. 

He finished at 23-under 257. 
The text message Sunday 
morning from swing coach 
Butch Harmon was the 
same thing caddie Andy 
Sanders said over every 
putt: “Don't let up." 

The decisive moment come 
at the par-4 eighth hole. 
Walker and Kuchar both 
opened with seven straight 
pars, and Walker stuffed 
his approach to 3 feet for 


birdie. Kuchar pulled his tee 
shot into the royal palms, 
punched out short of the 
green and mode bogey. 
That two-shot swing gave 
Walker a four-shot lead, 
and he was on his way. 
Walker made all seven of 
his birdies over the final 11 
holes, and he couldn't miss 
on the back nine. He took 
a total of 20 putts on the 
bock nine at Woialoe in 
the third and fourth rounds. 
And even with o big lead, 
he kept grinding away 
over putts he didn't need 
to make. It was the largest 
margin of victory on the 
PGA Tour since Brian Gay 
won at Hilton Head by 
10 shots in 2009. This was 
more reminiscent of the 
last time someone lost in a 
playoff, and then won the 
next week. That was Kyle 
Stanley in 2012, though 
the circumstances were 
entirely different. 

Stanley made triple bogey 
on the last hole at Torrey 
Pines and then lost in a 
playoff. He won Phoenix 


a two-week 
break with 
another trophy. 

“He's one of the hottest 
players in the world," Piercy 
said otter his round, when 
Walker was pulling away. 
“What he's done the last 
year or two years, nobody's 
catching him. It's just a 
cake walk.” 

Walker didn't treat it like 
one, which might be why 


he won by such a healthy 
margin. 

It was his fourth win in his 
last 32 starts, and he should 
move up to No. 13 in the 
world ranking. During his 
two-week stay in Hawaii, 
Walker averaged 66 each 
round and picked up just 
under $1.7 million. Most 
importantly, he's going 
home with another trophy. 
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“The will and the drive of 
these men is unbeliev¬ 
able,” Wilson said. “We al¬ 
ways find a way to finish.” 
Seattle (14-4) trailed 19-7 
with about four minutes 
remaining and had been 
ineffective on offense all 
gome. Wilson finally put a 
drive together with passes 
to Doug Baldwin and Mar- 
shawn Lynch — initially 
ruled a touchdown but 
called back because he 
stepped out of bounds. Wil¬ 
son finished with a 1-yard 
scoring run to cut the lead 
to 19-14 with 2:09 left. 

The onside kick went high to 
Packers tight end Brandon 
Bostick, but he couldn’t 
gather it, and Seattle’s 
Chris Matthews recovered 
at the 50. The crowd, quiet 
since Seattle fell behind 16- 
0, come alive, and Lynch 
sped and powered his way 
to a 24-yard TD run. On the 
2-point conversion, Wilson 
— about to be sacked — 



Seattle Seahawks’ Jermaine Kearse celebrates after catching 
the game-winning touchdown during overtime of the NFL 
footbaii NFC Championship game against the Green Bay 
Packers Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015, in Seattie. The Seahawks won 
28-22 to advance to Super Bowi XLiX. 

Associated Press 


threw a desperate pass 
hauled in by Luke Willson to 
make it 22-19 with 1:25 re¬ 
maining. 

Aaron Rodgers, limping 
on an injured calf, calm¬ 
ly led the Packers (13-5) 
dcwnfield to set up Mason 
Crosby’s fifth field goal, a 
48-yarder with 14 seconds 
to go to force overtime. 


Then Wilson and Kearse 
struck, with Kearse — the 
target on all four of Wilson’s 
interceptions — beating 
Tramon Williams on the win¬ 
ning pass. Kearse has also 
caught the winning score 
in last year’s canference 
title win aver San Francisca. 
“Just making the plays at 
the end and keep believ¬ 


ing,” said Wilson, who was 
averwhelmed and sobbing 
after the game. “There was 
no doubt ... we had no 
doubt as a team.” 

Kearse, who has caught 
touchdown passes in 
four straight postseason 
games, and several ather 
Seahawks leaped into the 
stands behind the end 
zone, saluting the stadium- 
record crowd of 68,538. Wil¬ 
son ran through camera¬ 
men to jump on Kearse’s 
back, and defensive end 
Michael Bennett borrowed 
a bicycle from a police of¬ 
ficer and rode around the 
edge of the field saluting 
the “12s.” 

Until the final minutes, there 
seemed ta be na doubt 
the Packers were headed 
ta the big game Feb. 1 in 
Glendale, Arizona. De¬ 
spite All-Pro Rodgers’ injury. 
Green Bay and its over¬ 
looked defense was carry¬ 
ing the day. 

“It’s going to be a missed 
opportunity that I’ll prab- 
ably think abaut far the 


rest of my career,” Rodg¬ 
ers said. “We were the bet¬ 
ter team today, we played 
well enough to win. We 
can’t blame anybody but 
ourselves.” 

Special teams trickery lifted 
the Seahawks back intc 
the game after falling be¬ 
hind 16-0. Their first touch- 
dawn came an a fake field 
goal when holder Jon Ryan 
threw 19 yards to tackle 
eligible Garry Gilliam in 
the third quarter. And Mat¬ 
thews’ onside kick recovery 
kept the Seahawks alive. 
Lynch rushed for 157 yards 
on 25 carries and was the 
one consistent offensive 
force Seattle had. Fie was 
crucial ta bath late scoring 
drives in regulation. 

And after the Packers tied 
it, Seattle wouldn’t be de¬ 
nied in overtime, winning 
the coin toss and going 87 
yards in six plays. 

The 16-point comeback 
was the largest ever in a 
conference title game. The 
Colts defeated the Patriots 
after trailing 21 -6 in 2006. 





Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
produet of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arubian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
WWW. aruhibacigars. com 
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Belichick, Brady to 6th Super Bowl with 45-7 rout of Colts 



New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady cheers as he comes on the field for warm up’s 
before the NFL football AFC Championship game between the Patriots and Indianapolis Colts 
Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD ULMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

-- Bill Belichick and Tom 
Brady are headed to a 
special place where no 
coach or player has gone 
more - the Super Bowl. 

They earned their trip with 
the second most lopsided 
AFC championship victory 
ever. 

The New England Patriots 
dominant duo earned a 
sixth trip to the Super Bowl 
with a 45-7 wipeout of the 
Indianapolis Colts in the 
AFC championship game 
before a raucous, rain- 
soaked crowd Sunday 
night. 

The Patriots tied Dallas and 
Pittsburgh for most appear¬ 
ances in the big game with 
eight. 

Scoring touchdowns on 
their first four second-half 
passessions, the Patriats 
(14-4) moved on to face 
defending champion Seat¬ 
tle (14-4) for the NFL title on 
Feb. 1 in Glendale, Arizona. 
Belichick will face Pete 
Carrcll, wham he replaced 
as Patriots coach 2000. The 
Seahawks beat the Green 
Bay Packers 28-22 in over¬ 
time in the NFC title game. 
In his first year as a starter, 
Brady led the Patriots to a 
Super Bowl win in the 2001 


season, starting a run of 
three championships in 
four years. Now he and 
Belichick have a chance 
for their first in 10 years. 
Brady threw three touch¬ 
down passes, LeGarrette 
Blount ran 30 times for 148 
yards and three scores and 
the Patriots charged away 
after leading just 17-7 at 
halftime. 

With his sixth Super Bowl 
berth, Brady surpassed 
John Elway for the most 
by a quarterback and tied 
defensive lineman Mike 
Lodish for most by any 
player. Belichick's sixth visit 
tied him with Don Shula’s 
for most by a coach. 

Brady campleted 23 at 35 
passes for 226 yards before 
being replaced by Jimmy 
Garoppolo with 3:20 left. 
Brady went ta the sideline 
where he was embraced 
by Belichick. Moments 
earlier, while sitting on the 
bench, Brady was shown 
on the video board with 
soaked hair. Fie pumped 
his fist in the air 12 times 
then slapped hands with 
teammates. 

The biggest blowout in AFC 
title history was Buffalo’s 
51-3 win over the Los An¬ 
geles Raiders in the 1990 
season. 

For Colts quarterback An¬ 


drew Luck, it was the worst 
game of his three-year 
career and the fourth rout 
in his four career games 
against the Patriots, all by 
at least three touchdowns. 
Fie completed 12 of 33 
passes for 126 yards, no 
touchdowns and two inter¬ 
ceptions. 

Fie lost 43-22 in last sea¬ 
son’s divisional playoff with 
Blount rushing for 166 yards 
and four touchdowns. And 
on Nov. 16, he lost 43-22 
as Jonas Gray rushed for 
201 yards and four touch¬ 
downs. 

The Indianapolis defense 
was porous against the 
run again Sunday night. 
They weren’t much better 
against the pass. 

And when Luck threw an 
interception that Darrelle 
Revis late in the third quar¬ 
ter, Blount ran 13 yards for 
the touchdown that made 
it 38-7. 

One fan held up a sign: 
"No Luck In Our Flouse” 

But there was plenty of skill 
- and a tauch at surprise - 
from the Patriots. 

Eight days after baffling 
Baltimore with a four-man 
offensive linemen forma¬ 
tion that drew a loud pro¬ 
test from Ravens caach 
John Flarbaugh in the Pa¬ 
triots 35-31 divisional win. 


Belichick called a pass to 
left tackle Nate Solder, who 
was eligible, that resulted in 
a 16-yard tauchdown that 
made it 24-7 with just under 
five minutes gone in the 
third quarter. 


The Patriots kept rolling 
with touchdowns on each 
at their next three series - 
a 5-yard pass tram Brady 
to Rob Gronkowski, and 
Blount’s runs of 13 and 2 
yards. 
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Wilder wins piece of heavyweight title over Stiverne 



Deontay Wilder celebrates after defeating Bermane Stiverne 
in their WBC heavyweight title boxing bout Saturday, Jan. 17, 
2015, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — De¬ 
ontay Wilder became 
the first American to win 
a piece ot the heavy¬ 
weight title in nearly a 
decade Saturday night, 
staggering Bermane Sti¬ 
verne early on his way to 
a 12-round unanimous 
decision that kept him 
unbeaten in 33 fights. 
Going deep into a fight 
for the first time in his ca¬ 
reer, Wilder controlled 
the fight with a big left 
jab, often followed by 
right hands up the mid¬ 
dle as he piled up points 
early on his way to the 
biggest win of his career. 
The 2008 Olympic bronze 
medalist, who had never 
been past the fourth 
round in winning all 32 of 
his previous fights, had 
to go the distance in this 
one. But the payoff was 
the WBC heavyweight 
title and a chance to 
be a big man on a big 
stage. 

One ringside judge gave 
Wilder every round, scor¬ 
ing it 120-107, and he 
won 119-108 and 118-109 
on the other two. The As¬ 
sociated Press had Wild¬ 
er winning 117-111. 

“I’m going to bring ex¬ 
citement back to the 
heavyweight division,” 
Wilder said. “I'm not go¬ 


ing to sit around. Who¬ 
ever is ready. I’m ready.” 
Wilder had stopped all 
32 of his opponents, 18 in 
the first round and none 
past the fourth. But his 
opponents were a sus¬ 
pect lot, and Stiverne 
(24-2-1) was his first big 
test as a pro, which he 
passed with flying colors. 
Ringside punch stafs 
showed Wilder’s domi¬ 
nance, crediting him 
with landing 227 of 621 


punches, including 120 
of 420 jabs. Stiverne land¬ 
ed 110 of 327 punches, 
and only 38 jabs. 

It was the first heavy¬ 
weight title fight at the 
MGM Grand since Mike 
Tyson bit off a piece of 
Evander Holyfield’s ear 
in the infamous Bite Fight 
18 years ago. Both Tyson 
and Holyfield were on 
hand to watch, as was 
Larry Holmes, who fought 
often on the big stage as 


heavyweight champion 
in the 1970s and ‘80s. 
And Wilder became the 
first American to hold 
a piece of the heavy¬ 
weight title since Shan¬ 
non Briggs in 2006. 

“I think I answered a lot 
of questions tonight,” 
Wilder said. “We knew 
we could go 12 rounds, 
we knew we could take 
a punch.” 

Wilder took some, but 
with a huge reach ad¬ 
vantage he was able 
to keep Stiverne on the 
outside most of the night 
and made him pay the 
price when he came in¬ 
side. Stiverne was never 
knocked down but was 
staggered several times. 
“I wasn’t myself. I felt 100 
percent but I couldn’t 
cut the ring off like I usu¬ 
ally do,” Stiverne said. 
“I was throwing hard 
punches but I could only 
throw two of them at a 
time.” 

Stiverne was defend¬ 
ing the title he won last 
May when he stopped 
Chris Arreola in the sixth 
round. The WBC title 
had become vacant by 
the retirement of Vitali 
Klitschko, whose brother, 
Wladimir, is considered 
the true heavyweight 
champion. 

Even in uncharted territo¬ 
ry past the fourth round. 


Wilder continued to con¬ 
trol the fight, moving 
backward and throwing 
left jabs to keep Stiverne 
away. But Stiverne kept 
coming, and his punches 
started landing more of¬ 
ten as the fight entered 
the middle rounds. 
“Come on, fight” Sti¬ 
verne yelled at Wilder af¬ 
ter hitting him with a left 
hook in the sixth round. 
The crowd of 8,453 was 
on its feet in the sev¬ 
enth round as Wilder 
staggered Stiverne yet 
again, landing a left jab 
followed by a straight 
right up the middle. Sti¬ 
verne went into the 
ropes but managed to 
escape once more. 

Both fighters tired toward 
the end of the bout, 
drawing some boos from 
the crowd. But Wilder 
was still able to use his 
left jab to pile up points. 
Adding to the scene 
was 83-year-old promot¬ 
er Don King, who also 
staged the Bite Fight. 
King, who promotes Sti¬ 
verne but has largely 
been inactive in recent 
years, waved a variety 
of flags as he climbed 
into the ring with his fight¬ 
er, a big cigar clenched 
between his teeth. 

Like Stiverne, though, 
he left the ring 
disappointed.Q 


Baseball Contracts Roundup 

Price gets $19.75AA as 95 
in MLB arbitration settle 



In this Sept. 17, 2014, file photo, Detroit Tigers pitcher David 
Price throws against the Minnesota Twins in the first inning of a 
baseball game in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Detroit 
Tigers pitcher David Price 
set a record for the high¬ 
est one-year contract for 
a player in salary arbitra¬ 
tion, agreeing to a $19.75 
million deal Friday as 95 
players reached agree¬ 
ments on the busiest day 
of baseball’s offseason. 
Several other pitchers 
got big salaries, includ¬ 
ing Washington’s Doug 
Fister ($11.4 million) and 
Stephen Strasburg ($7.4 
million), Boston’s Rick 
Porcello ($12.5 million), 
San Diego's Ian Kennedy 


($9.85 million), and Jeff 
Samardzija of the Chica¬ 
go White Sox ($9.8 million). 
Baltimore first baseman 
Chris Davis, with one 
game left to serve on a 
25-game suspension for 
using the banned stimu¬ 
lant Adderall, got the 
largest deal among posi¬ 
tion players Friday at $12 
million. Orioles catcher 
Matt Wieters, coming off 
season-ending elbow sur¬ 
gery in June, agreed at 
$8,275,000, and New York 
Mets second baseman 
Daniel Murphy at $8 mil¬ 
lion. 

Of the cases still to be 


determined, Houston 
outfielder Dexter Fowler 
asked for the most at 
$10.8 million, with the As¬ 
tros offering $8.5 million. 
Balfimore outfielder Sfeve 
Pearce presenfed the 
biggest difference: He 
asked for $5.4 million and 
the team offered $2 mil¬ 
lion. Orioles pitcher Bud 
Norris also had a big gap, 
requesting $10.25 million 
as the team offered $7.5 
million. 

Cases thaf don't settle will 
be scheduled for hearings 
next month. 

Price’s deal topped 
pitcher Max Scherzer’s 


$15,525,000 agreement 
with Detroit last year. 
Scherzer is now a free 
agent, and Price can go 
on the open market after 
this year’s World Series, 
when he will be 30. 


Price went 15-12 with a 
3.26 ERA last season, when 
he made $14 million. He 
led the major leagues with 
271 strikeouts and also set 
a career high with 248 1-3 
innings pitched.Q 
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Aztec app brings historic Mexico 
codex into the digitoi age 



This image made from the screen of a mobile device on Thurs¬ 
day, Jan. 15, 2015 shows the The Codex Mendoza app with a 
page from the 16th century document that is considered one 
of the most important primary sources on the Aztecs of pre-Co¬ 
lumbian Mexico. 

Associated Press 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 16th 

century document consid¬ 
ered one of the most im¬ 
portant primary sources on 
the Aztecs of pre-Colum¬ 
bian Mexico went digital 
Thursday with a new app 
that aims to spur research 
and discussion. 

The Codex Mendoza is a 
1542 illustrated report or¬ 
dered by Spanish viceroy 
Antonio de Mendoza that 
details sources of riches, 
Aztec expansion and ter¬ 
ritorial tributes, and chron¬ 
icles daily life and social 
dynamics. 

The new interactive codex 
lets users page through the 
virtual document, mouse- 
over the old Spanish text 
for translations into English 


or modern Spanish, click on 
images for richer explana¬ 
tions and explore mops of 
the area. 

Presented by Mexico's Na¬ 
tional Institute of Anthropol¬ 
ogy and History, the digi¬ 
tal codex is available free 
both on the Internet and 
through Apple’s App Store 
as a 1.02-gigabyte app. 
“Never before had these 
tools been used to amplify 
understanding of a docu¬ 
ment of these characteris¬ 
tics,” said Ernesto Miranda, 
the institute’s director of 
academic innovation. 

The original Codex Men¬ 
doza was compiled by Az¬ 
tec and Spanish artisans 
to inform the king of Spain 
about conditions in the 


viceroyalty. But the boat 
carrying it to Spain was at¬ 
tacked by French bucca¬ 
neers and it never reached 
its destination. 

In the mid-17th century it 
came to be in the collec¬ 
tion of University of Oxford, 
and it has remained there 
since. Miranda said that 
until now, Mexican or other 
researchers who wanted 
to consult the codex hod 
to track down one of the 
rare copies, which were 
only available in English, or 
make a costly trip to Eng¬ 
land. 

“This is a virtual repatria¬ 
tion” of the document, he 
said. 

“We are in discussions with 
other European institutions 


that hold different Mexican 
codices,” Miranda added. 
“This should be the first of a 
series.” 

The National Institute of An¬ 


thropology and History cre¬ 
ated the app in collabora¬ 
tion with Oxford’s Bodleian 
Library and King's College 
London. 


Apple, Google, other tech firms to pay $415M In wage case 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple, Google and two 
other Silicon Valley com¬ 
panies have agreed to pay 
$415 million in a second 
attempt to resolve a class- 
action lawsuit alleging they 
formed an illegal cartel to 
prevent their workers from 
leaving for better-paying 
jobs. 

The settlement filed Thurs¬ 
day in a San Jose, Califor¬ 
nia, federal court revises a 
$324.5 million agreement 
that U.S. District Judge Lucy 
Koh rejected os inade¬ 
quate five months ago. Koh 
indicated that she believed 
the roughly 64,000 workers 
in the cose should be paid 
at least $380 million, includ¬ 
ing attorney fees. 

The lawsuit, filed in 2011, 
sought $3 billion in dam¬ 
ages that could have been 
tripled under U.S. antitrust 
law. Attorneys for the work¬ 
ers decided to settle after 


concluding it would have 
been difficult to prove the 
alleged conspiracy to a 
jury. 

If Koh approves the latest 
settlement, it would avoid 
a potentially embarrassing 
trial over claims that Apple 
Inc., Google Inc., Intel Corp. 
and Adobe Systems Inc. se¬ 
cretly agreed not to recruit 
each other’s employees 
from 2005 to 2009. The al¬ 
leged collusion stopped 
after the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment opened an inves¬ 
tigation that culminated 
with an antitrust complaint 
being filed against Apple, 
Google and the other par¬ 
ticipating companies in 
2010. The Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s cose was settled 
without the companies ad¬ 
mitting any guilt or paying 
any fines. 

The evidence gathered in 
the ensuing class-action 
lawsuit has exposed Apple 
and Google emails that 
have cast some of their top 


executives in an unflatter¬ 
ing light. 

Apple’s late CEG Steve 
Jobs is depicted as the 
conniving ringleader of a 
scheme designed to mini¬ 
mize the chances that the 
top computer program¬ 
mers and other talented 
employees would defect to 
other technology compa¬ 
nies. The lawsuit contends 
the secret “no-poaching” 
agreements orchestrated 
by Jobs suppressed the 
wages of the employees, 
many of whom were al¬ 
ready making more than 
$100,000 annually. 

Former Google CEG Eric 
Schmidt, who was on Ap¬ 
ple’s board at the time that 
the alleged collusion be¬ 
gan, sometimes took dras¬ 
tic actions to make sure 
his company didn't cross 
Jobs. In 2007, Schmidt, in 
a bid to keep Jobs happy, 
fired a Google recruiter for 
contacting on Apple engi¬ 
neer, according to internal 


emails. 

Both Apple and Google 
declined to comment on 
the new settlement. As they 
did in the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s investigation, they 
have denied wrongdoing. 
Intuit Inc., Pixor Animation 
Studios and Lucosfilm also 
participated in the no- 
poaching ring. Those three 
companies reached a $20 
million settlement that Koh 
approved last year. 

If Koh approves the deal 


filed Thursday, the eligible 
workers at Apple, Google, 
Intel and Adobe would re¬ 
ceive an average of about 
$5,200 apiece. They could 
hove received on over¬ 
age of more than $100,000 
apiece hod the cose gone 
to trial and resulted in tre¬ 
bled damages of $9 billion. 
The workers’ attorneys ore 
seeking fees of up to $82.3 
million in the settlement, the 
same amount they wanted 
in the previous agreement. 
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China’s Xiaomi takes aim at Apple with new phone 



Lei Jun, chairman of Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi, takes a seifie on the latest Xiaomi Note smartphone at a press event in 
Beijing, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2015. Associated Press 


JOE MCDONALD 
AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Rising 
smartphone star Xiaomi 
is moving upmarket and 
taking aim at Apple’s 
iPhone. 

The Chinese manufacturer 
known for ultra-low-priced 
handsets on Thursday un¬ 
veiled a new model that 
Chairman Jun Lei said is 
comparable to Apple’s 
iPhone 6 but thinner, light¬ 
er and much cheaper. The 
phone starts at 2,299 yuan 
($375), less than half the 
5,288 yuan ($865) price of 
an iPhone 6 in China. 

“We paid attention to ev¬ 
ery detail to make it as 
perfect as possible,” said 
Lei, standing on stage be¬ 
fore reporfers at a con¬ 
vention center in Beijing. 
Xiaomi, founded in 2010, 
passed Soufh Korea’s 
Samsung Electronics Co. 
in the second quarter of 
last year as the best-selling 
smartphone brand in Chi¬ 
na by number of hand¬ 
sets sold. The company is 


expanding into India and 
other developing markets 


but has yet to announce 
plans to enter the United 


States or Europe. 

The new Xiaomi could add 
to competition for Apple 
Inc. in China, a markef 
CEO Tim Cook has said is 
expecfed to become its 
biggest. Other Chinese 
smartphone brands in¬ 
cluding Lenovo Group 
and Huawei Technologies 
Ltd. also have released 
models they say offer fea- 
fures similar to the iPhone 
but at lower prices. 

Xiaomi “is a respected 
brand that already has 
an Apple-like following” in 
China, said analyst Brian 
Blair, who tracks mobile 
device makers at Rosenb¬ 
latt Securities. Apple is still 
a relatively small player 
in China, selling about 45 
million iPhones there last 
year, Blair estimates, but 
will continue to grow. 
“Apple is very much a 
premium brand,” said 
Blair. “The company that’s 
more at risk is Samsung, 
which has been losing 
share in that market.” 
Wearing jeans and a blue 
button-down shirt with 
the sleeves rolled up. Lei 
showed a side-by-side 
comparison of Xiaomi’s 
newest model, the Mi 
Note, and the iPhone 6, 
which went on sale in Chi¬ 
na in October. He said the 


processor power, perfor¬ 
mance and memory size 
were comparable and 
the Mi Note includes an 
improved camera. 

While less expensive than 
an iPhone, the Mi Note’s 
price is a departure for 
Xiaomi, whose ofher mod¬ 
els cost as little as 699 
yuan ($114). Lei said the 
company will offer a pro¬ 
fessional version of the Mi 
Note with a more powerful 
processor and ofher fea¬ 
tures for 3,299 yuan ($540). 
Privafely held Xiaomi said 
last year’s sales tripled to 
61.1 million handsets and 
revenue more than dou¬ 
bled to 74.3 billion yuan 
($12.2 billion). 

The company, based in 
Beijing, recently complet¬ 
ed a round of fundraising 
from investors fhat it said 
valued Xiaomi at $45 bil¬ 
lion, making it one of the 
world’s most valuable 
technology brands. 

Xiaomi ran into legal trou¬ 
ble in India in December 
after a court blocked sales 
while it hears a complaint 
by Sweden’s LM Ericcson 
that the Chinese compa¬ 
ny violated its patents. 

In a blog post earlier this 
month. Lei called the case 
a “rite of passage” for a 
young company. qa 


Boston taxi drivers 
sue city over 

ride-haiiing services 

BOSTON (AP) — A group of Boston taxi drivers is suing the city, saying officials have vio¬ 
lated their rights by allowing online ride-hailing services such as Uber and Lyft to operate 
without following the same rules taxis do. 

The Boston Globe reports that the lawsuit filed in federal court Friday accuses the city of 
destroying the value of fhe medallions fhaf faxis musf buy to operate, and asks unspeci¬ 
fied monetary damages. 

A city spokeswoman said officials hadn’t received the complaint Friday and will review 
it. A city advisory commission has been examining the regulations. 

The lawsuit also challenges proposed state rules to have the Department of Public Utili¬ 
ties regulate ride-hailing services as “transportation network companies.” The legislature 
hasn’t approved the proposal. The lawsuit asks a judge to stop the state from enacting 
it.a 

U.S. manufacturer of 
Oreo begins building 
new Bahrain plant 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — The U.S. food company behind Oreo cookies and Rifz crack¬ 
ers says it has begun construction of a $90 million biscuit plant in Bahrain to keep up with 
growing demand in the Middle East and Africa for Mondelez Infernational’s producfs. 
The mulfinational conglomerafe behind some of the world’s most popular food snacks 
inaugurated the beginning of construction at the 250,000 square meters (2.7 million 
square feet) plot for fhe new planf on Sunday. Mondelez Infernational says the facility 
will have capacity to produce 90,000 tons per year. 

The company said in a statement that its plant in the Arab Gulf island-nafion will pro¬ 
duce brands such as Oreo, Ritz and TUG in the initial phase, which will create 300 jobs. 
Full commercial production is scheduled to start early next year.Q 
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Let’s talk about governors. Or 
college dropouts. 

Wow, we’ve only been together 
for o few seconds and already 
I sense o strong preference for 
college dropouts. Lucky I didn’t 
soy, “Let’s folk about governors. 
Or cots.’’ 

A number of our governors ore 
nursing presidential ambitions. 
Why not? They hove experience 
running things and dealing with 
cranky legislators. Also, they look 
at the herd of presidential hope¬ 
fuls and think, “Clearly, I could 
do better.’’ This is true of every 
elected official down to and in¬ 
cluding members of the zoning 
board of appeals, but we tend 
to take governors more seriously. 
The most brazen prospective 
candidate, Chris Christie, pre¬ 
pared for his State of the State 
speech this week with o special 
off-the-record news conference 
to which only notional journalists 
were invited. Honest - he barred 
the state reporters from his dis¬ 
cussion of the state of the state. 
Maybe the governor was afraid 
they’d distract him with small¬ 
bore questions about New Jer¬ 
sey’s eight credit downgrades. 
Then it was on to the speech, 
during which Christie talked 
about America’s world leader¬ 
ship (“called into question’’) and 
the state of the nation (“beset by 
anxiety’’). And if you don’t be¬ 
lieve that lost port, he hod o story 
about o little old lady he met in 
Florida. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Mike Pence 
stuck pretty much to Indiana. ... 
Whoops, I feel you drifting away 
at the words “Mike Pence.’’ Well, 
he appears to hove presidential 
ambitions os well. Plus two cots 
named Pickle and Oreo. 

Now that I’ve regained your 
attention, let’s consider Scott 
Walker, the governor of Wiscon¬ 
sin. Walker really, really wonts 
to run for president. His State of 
the State speech was about op¬ 
posing terrorism and shrinking 
the government, plus 10 billion 
mentions of the Green Boy Pack¬ 
ers. He’s already hired o political 
consultant for his run. The con¬ 
sultant’s claim to tome is having 
helped oversee the presidential 
campaign of Rudy Giuliani, but 
nobody’s perfect. 

If Walker was elected, he’d be 
the first president without o col¬ 
lege degree since Horry Truman. 


Yes! This is the college dropout 
connection. How important 
do you think it is for o president 
to hove o college degree? If 
Walker gets traction I am looking 
forward to digging into this o lot. 
Perhaps it will give me o chance 
to explain why William Henry Har¬ 
rison quit medical school in 1791. 
Walker went to Marquette Uni¬ 
versity in Milwaukee. I went to 
Marquette, too. Hod o great 
time. Unlike Walker, I got o de¬ 
gree. Only one of us is o gov¬ 
ernor, so there’s o point for the 
dropouts right there. 

His early departure may hove 
hod something to do with disap¬ 
pointment over on unsuccessful 
career in campus politics. Or just 
not being very into school. Ap¬ 
parently, Walker was o mediocre 
student. By the way, how much 
do we core about presidential 
prospects’ college grades? Not 
much - these ore middle-aged 
people, for heaven’s soke. Actu¬ 
ally, we just need to be sure that 
if the grades were bod, the can¬ 
didate has gotten over it. 

John Kerry’s presidential cam¬ 
paign in 2004 was hobbled by 
outrageous attacks on his war 
record, which Kerry might hove 
been able to bury by releasing 
oil his Navy records. He wouldn’t, 
until long otter the race was 
over. Then reporters discovered 
that everything about his military 
career was exactly os Kerry hod 
portrayed it. The only news was in 
his college transcript, which was 
included in the file and pretty 
dismal. I’ve always wondered 
if the entire course of modern 
American history would hove 
turned out different if Kerry hod 
not wanted to conceal the fact 
that his academic performance 
at Yale was worse than George 
W. Bush’s. 

As for os quitting school goes. 
Walker left during his senior year 
to take o marketing job with the 
local chapter of the American 
Red Cross. This doesn’t seem to¬ 
tally unreasonable. He obviously 
wasn’t into school. And in many 
lines of work, it’s only the job his¬ 
tory that matters. 

However, we wont to moke sure 
that when students of the future 
ore making decisions like this, 
they’re grounded in reality. Walk¬ 
er claimed that he was about to 
get the rest of his credits while 
he was working, but then he got 
married. (Actually, os PolitiFoct 
Wisconsin reported in o stupen¬ 
dously thorough investigation of 
this matter, he hod several years 
of potential night school time be¬ 
fore he wed.) Then he was going 
to go, but he was county execu¬ 
tive and too busy. And it keeps 
going on. 

“Maybe in the next few years,’’ 
he told reporters in 2013. 

This is o bod sign. I think I speak 
for oil of us when I soy we do not 
wont to hear any arguments that 
we should elect Walker president 
so he’ll hove time to finish his se¬ 
nior year credits. 

But at least he didn’t hug the 
Dallas Cowboys’ owner.q 



Paul Krugmon 
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Ah, Switzerland, famed for cuck¬ 
oo clocks and sound money. 
Other nations may experiment 
with radical economic policies, 
but with the Swiss you don’t get 
surprises. 

Until you do. On Thursday the 
Swiss Notional Bonk, the equiv¬ 
alent of the Federal Reserve, 
shocked the financial world with 
o double whammy, simultane¬ 
ously abandoning its policy of 
pegging the Swiss franc to the 
euro and cutting the interest rote 
it pays on bonk reserves to minus, 
that’s right, minus 0.75 percent. 
Market turmoil ensued. 

And you should feel o shiver 
of fear, even if you don’t hove 
any direct financial stoke in the 
value of the franc. For Switzer¬ 
land’s monetary travails illustrate 
in miniature just how hard it is to 
fight the deflationary vortex now 
dragging down much of the 
world economy. 

What you need to understand 
is that oil the usual rules of eco¬ 
nomic policy changed when 
financial crisis struck in 2008; we 
entered o looking-glass world, 
and we still haven’t emerged. In 
many coses, economic virtues 
became vices: Willingness to 
save became o drag on invest¬ 
ment, fiscal probity o route to 
stagnation. And in the cose of 
the Swiss, having o reputation 
for safe bonks and sound money 
became o major liability. 

Here’s how it worked: When 


Greece entered its debt crisis at 
the end of 2009, and other Euro¬ 
pean nations found themselves 
under severe stress, money seek¬ 
ing o safe haven began pouring 
into Switzerland. This in turn sent 
the Swiss franc soaring, with dev¬ 
astating effects on the competi¬ 
tiveness of Swiss manufacturing, 
and threatened to push Switzer¬ 
land - which already hod very 
low inflation and very low interest 
rotes - into Joponese-style defla¬ 
tion. 

So Swiss monetary officials went 
oil out in on effort to weaken 
their currency. You might think 
that making your currency worth 
less is easy - can’t you just print 
more bills? - but in the post-cri¬ 
sis world it’s not easy at oil. Just 
printing money and stuffing it into 
the bonks does nothing; it just 
sits there. The Swiss tried o more 
direct approach, selling francs 
and buying euros on the foreign 
exchange market, in the process 
acquiring o huge hoard of euros. 
But even that wasn’t doing the 
trick. 

Then, in 2011, the Swiss Notional 
Bonk tried o psychological tactic. 
“The current massive overvalu¬ 
ation of the Swiss franc,’’ it de¬ 
clared, “poses on acute threat 
to the Swiss economy and carries 
the risk of o deflationary develop¬ 
ment.’’ 

And it therefore announced that 
it would set o minimum value for 
the euro - 1.2 Swiss francs - and 
that to enforce this minimum it 
was “prepared to buy foreign 
currency in unlimited quantities.’’ 
What the bonk clearly hoped 
was that by drawing this line in 
the sand it would limit the number 
of euros it actually hod to buy. 
And for three years it worked. But 
Thursday the Swiss suddenly gave 
up. We don’t know exactly why; 
nobody I know believes the of¬ 
ficial explanation, that it’s o re¬ 
sponse to o weakening euro. But 
it seems likely that o fresh wove of 
sofe-hoven money was making 
the effort to keep the franc down 


too expensive. 

If you ask me, the Swiss just mode 
o big mistake. But frankly - fron- 
cly? - the tote of Switzerland 
isn’t the important issue. What’s 
important, instead, is the dem¬ 
onstration of just how hard it is 
to fight the deflationary forces 
that ore now afflicting much of 
the world - not just Europe and 
Japan, but quite possibly Chino 
too. And while America has hod 
o pretty good run the post few 
quarters, it would be foolish to as¬ 
sume that we’re immune. 

What this soys is that you really, re¬ 
ally shouldn’t let yourself get too 
close to deflation - you might toll 
in, and then it’s extremely hard 
to get out. This is one reason that 
slashing government spending in 
o depressed economy is such o 
bod idea: It’s not just the immedi¬ 
ate cost in lost jobs but also the 
increased risk of getting caught 
in o deflationary trap. 

It’s also o reason to be very cau¬ 
tious about raising interest rotes 
when you hove low inflation, 
even if you don’t think defla¬ 
tion is imminent. Right now seri¬ 
ous people - the some serious 
people who decided, wrongly, 
that 2010 was the year we should 
pivot from jobs to deficits - seem 
to be arriving at o consensus that 
the Fed should start hiking very 
soon. But why? There’s no sign of 
accelerating inflation in the ac¬ 
tual data, and market indicators 
of expected inflation ore plung¬ 
ing, suggesting that investors see 
deflationary risk even if the Fed 
doesn’t. 

And I shore that market concern. 
If the U.S. recovery weakens, ei¬ 
ther through contagion from trou¬ 
bles abroad or because our own 
fundamentals aren’t os strong os 
we think, tightening monetary 
policy could oil too easily prove 
to be on act of utter folly. 

So let’s learn from the Swiss. 
They’ve been careful; they’ve 
maintained sound money for 
generations. And now they’re 
paying the price.q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Moving truck 

4 Send in 
payment 

9 Peeves 

13 Reason to 
avoid a skunk 

15 Privileged 
class 

16 Bedtime on a 
school night, 
perhaps 

17 Surfboard 
support 

18 Excessive 
enthusiasm 

19 Murdered 

20 Charisma; 
allure 

22 Box of golf 
shop purchase 

23 _ bareback: 
used no saddle 

24 Fannie 

home loan type 

26 Actress Ally_ 

29 Greedy 

34 Sheds feathers 

35 Engagement 

36 Female deer 

37 Weapons 

38 Pricier hotel 
reservation 

39 Roaring beast 

40 AB followers 

41 Naive types 

42 Silly asa_ 

43 Neck scarf 

45 Clusters on 
egrets’ heads 

46 Sweltering 

47 _ to rest; 
buried 

48 “When I _ 
lad...”; start of 
grandpa’s tale 

51 Like a sponge 

56 Grows old 

57 “Good for you!” 

58 _ a mouthful; 
spoke volumes 

60 Outer garment 

61 Was fond of 

62 Neat 

63 Villain 

64 _ board; nail 
file 

65 Mr. lacocca 


DOWN 

1 Sworn promise 

2 Eden resident 

3 _ Scotia 

4 Cure 

5 Make joyous 

6 Skimpy skirt 

7 Suffix for an 
inflammation 

8 Fellow athlete 

9 Part of the foot 

10 Make angry 

11 Patella’s place 

12 Makes clothes 
14 Rues 

21 _ off; falls 
asleep 

25 _ Wednesday; 
2/18/15 

26 Noisy kiss 

27 Crowd 

28 Fudd of 
cartoons 

29 Great sorrow 

30 Decays 

31 Common 
expression 

32 Lasso’s loop 

33 Autry & Tierney 


35 Toothpaste 
container 

38 Appropriate 

39 Noisiest 

41 Fraternity letter 

42 Insincerely 
smooth 

44 Unsullied 

45 Spoof 


47 Romantic one 

48 City in Texas 

49 Very eager 

50 Burn slightly 

52 Teacup’s edge 

53 “For Pete’s _!” 

54 Tack 

55 Laundry soap 
59 Hair solution 
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GO FIGURE: Figuring 
the odds of Earth’s 
global hot streak 

SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The global heat streak ot the 21st 
century can be explained with statistics that defy astro¬ 
nomical odds. 

First, the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration 
calculates global average temperature going back to 
1880. That’s 135 years. So if no other forces were in play 
and temperatures last year were totally at random, then 
the odds of 2014 being the warmest on record are 1 in 
135. Not too high. 

But record and near record heat keep happening. Cli¬ 
mate scientists say it’s not random but from heat-trap- 
ping gas spewed by the burning of coal, oil and gas. You 
know, global warming. And one of their many pieces of 
evidence is how statistically unlikely it is for the world to 
have warmed so much. 

So how likely are these temperatures to be random? The 
Associated Press consulted with statisticians to calculate 
the odds of this hot streak happening at random. 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV$ 17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website; 

www.conciergereaIty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 


RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 


1+2 

517 

$19,000 

2 

571 

$8500 

3or4 

120 

$7,000 

10 

137 

$9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$9,000 

13 

501 

$9,000 

14 

540 

$5,000 

14 

349 

$11,000 

10 

521 

$8,500 

9 

135 

$9,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211215 


TROPICANA ARUBA SALE 


2 bedroom 

weeks 5&6 unitt^^ 
great locaticua 
4,000 



e-nm(tTCljhn@aol.com 


St floor 


211237 


FOR RENT 
Studio week 3 

01/17/15 till 01/24/15 
Divi Golf $1,400 
Call 297-592-8782 


211666 


FOR SALE 

6 week sale Tropj^ua 

All 1 bedroom 1 
Fri-Fri weeks 
Unit15i 
Ur 

ta|ftid1hM,000 

CelW«6-4608 
e-mail: clihn@aol.co 



211653 


FOR RENT 

One Apartment in Tarabana 

forAfl.900 

1 bedroom, 1 bath parking 

space mast bring work letter 

1 month deposit, 1 month 

payment 

call 562-7339 

and one apartment 

for Afl. 1400 

211659 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Paradise Beach Resort week 2, 
1/10 start Studio Rm 313, 
super property, all amenities, 
$1875 also week 19, one Br 
unit 104 may 9 start $1700 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

211232 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

9 Oranjestad 

. Dr.Algera 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 

FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Sta Anna Tel: 586-8181 
San Nicolas: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


INFORAAATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.TS. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Januari 19 

AIDAIuna 

Monarch 



Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

InselAir 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

"FbUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel; 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(^DA) Te_[: 583^2999_ 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Tel^^82-44y3_ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel^5 83-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
po Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 7586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbonk Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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The heat is on 


NOAA, NASA say 2014 warmest year on record 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 

the third time in a decade, 
the globe sizzled to the hot¬ 
test year on record, tederal 
scientists announced Fri¬ 
day. 

Both the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration and NASA cal¬ 
culated that in 2014 the 
world had its hottest year in 
135 years ot record-keep¬ 
ing. Earlier, the Japanese 
weather agency and an 
independent group out 
ot University of California 
Berkeley also measured 
2014 as the hottest on re¬ 
cord. 

NOAA said 2014 averaged 
58.24 degrees Fahrenheit, 
(14.6 Celsius) 1.24 degrees 
above the 20th-century av¬ 
erage. 

But NASA, which calculates 
temperatures slightly differ¬ 
ently, put 2014's average 
temperature at 58.42 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit, (14.7 Cel- 
siusjwhich is 1.22 degrees 
above the average of the 
years 1951-1980. 


Earth broke NOAA records 
set in 2010 and 2005. The 
last time the Earth set an 
annual NOAA record for 
cold was in 1911. 

NOAA also said last month 
was the hottest Decem¬ 
ber on record. Six months 
in 2014 set marks for heat. 
The last time Earth set a 
monthly cold record was in 
December 1916. 

“The globe is warmer now 
than it has been in the last 
100 years and more likely in 
at least 5,000 years,” said 
climate scientist Jennifer 
Francis of Rutgers Univer¬ 
sity, who wasn't part of ei¬ 
ther research team. “Any 
wisps of doubt that human 
activities are at fault are 
now gone with the wind.” 
Texas A&M University cli¬ 
mate scientist Andrew 
Dessler and other experts 
said the latest statistics 
should end claims by non¬ 
scientists that warming has 
stopped. It didn’t, as cli¬ 
mate denial sites still touted 
claims that the world has 
not warmed in 18 years. 

2014’s heat was driven 




In this July 1, 2014 file photo, Amanda Ouellet wipes her face with a cold wet towel to cool off 
while working outside holding an advertising sign in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


by record warmth in the 
world's oceans that didn’t 
just break old marks: It 
shattered them. Record 
warmth spread across far 
eastern Russia, the western 
part of the United States, in¬ 
terior South America, much 
of Europe, northern Africa 
and parts of Australia. One 
of the few cooler spots was 
in the central and eastern 
United States. 

“Every continent had some 
aspect of record high 


temperatures” in 2014, 
said Tom Karl, director of 
NOAA’s National Climatic 
Data Center. 

Nine of the 10 hottest years 
in NOAA global records 
have occurred since 2000. 
The odds of this happen¬ 
ing at random are about 
650 million to 1, according 
to University of South Caro¬ 
lina statistician John Grego. 
Two other statisticians con¬ 
firmed his calculations. 


Climate scientists say one 
of the most significant parts 
of 2014’s record is that it 
happened during a year 
where there was no El Nino 
weather oscillation. 

During an El Nino, when a 
specific area of the cen¬ 
tral Pacific warms unusually 
and influences weather 
worldwide, global temper¬ 
atures tend to spike. Previ¬ 
ous records, especially in 
1998, happened during El 
Nino years. 


GO FIGURE: Figuring the odds of Earth's 

global hot streak 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

global heat streak of the 
21st century can be ex¬ 
plained with statistics that 
defy astronomical odds. 
First, the National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion calculates global av¬ 
erage temperature going 
back to 1880. That’s 135 
years. So if no other forces 


were in play and tempera¬ 
tures last year were totally 
at random, then the odds 
of 2014 being the warm¬ 
est on record are 1 in 135. 
Not too high. But record 
and near record heat keep 
happening. 

Climate scientists say it's 
not random but from heat¬ 
trapping gas spewed by 
the burning of coal, oil 
and gas. You know, global 


warming. And one of their 
many pieces of evidence 
is how statistically unlikely 
it is for the world to have 
warmed so much. 

So how likely are these tem¬ 
peratures to be random? 
The Associated Press con¬ 
sulted with statisticians to 
calculate the odds of this 
hot streak happening at 
random. 
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Inarritu’s ‘Birdman’ 
explores ego and art, 
on screen and off 



In this Wed., Dec. 17, 2014 photo, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, director of the film “Birdman,” 
poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles. 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainnnent Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Direc¬ 
tor Alejandro Inarritu says 
the only way to communi¬ 
cate the struggle between 
a celebrity and his ego in 
“Birdman” was through 
long, uninterrupted shots 
that move at the pace of 
life. 

Those sweeping takes — 
the subject of much discus¬ 
sion this Oscar season — 
are intended to mimic the 
way people see the world, 
he says: “We open our eyes 
and go with a Steadicam 
all day, and we can't es¬ 
cape.” 

“When we get up, there 
are no edits,” the filmmak¬ 
er said. “The only time our 
perspective is edited or 
cut is when we tell stories 

— fiction — or experience 
a memory from our lives. 
But in reality, our lives are 

— absolutely, all the time 

— only linear. They move in 
only one direction.” 

Inarritu felt he had to cap¬ 
ture that sense of move¬ 
ment and bring viewers 
inside the characters’ per¬ 
spectives to express such a 
personal, internal notion as 
ego. His creative storytell¬ 
ing and aesthetic, where 
the whole film appears to 
be one continuous shot 
with no edits, led to nine 
Academy Awards nomi¬ 
nations Thursday, includ¬ 
ing best director and best 
picture — a heady experi¬ 
ence for even the most in¬ 
check ego. 

“Birdman” stars best ac¬ 
tor contender Michael Ke¬ 
aton as Riggan Thompson, 
a once-popular action star 
trying to prove his artistic 
merit by mounting a Broad¬ 
way play. Emma Stone is 
his insightful, dispassionate 
daughter; Ed Norton his 
cocky stage colleague. 
Both Stone and Norton 
earned supporting actor 
nods for their roles. 
Emmanuel Lubezki, nomi¬ 
nated for his fhrilling cine¬ 
matography, carries view¬ 
ers through the action: 
up stairs, down hallways 
and through windows. He 
called the photography 


“an experiment that thank¬ 
fully fumed out well.” 

So how'd they do it? Inar¬ 
ritu won’t say exactly. 

“I would prefer to have the 
rabbit in the hat,” he said, 
but added the approach 
inspired the actors and 
made him “more honest” 
as a filmmaker. 

What we do know is those 
fluid, single-camera shots 
required pacing and tone 

— elements that would 
typically be manipulated 
in post-production — to 
be thoroughly addressed 
ahead of time. Instead of 
multiple takes, there were 
multiple rehearsals. 

“I needed a meticulous 
exploration of every word, 
every step, every move¬ 
ment, every look of actors 
to define where that cam¬ 
era will be and where it will 
come,” Inarritu said. “So we 
got (the cast) together with 
much more time to explore 
dramatic objectives and to 
understand what the char¬ 
acters wanted, needed 
and how they will get it.” 
The long rehearsal pe¬ 
riod allowed the actors to 
“own” their characters and 
their words, he said. Once 
shooting began, it was like 
“an endless spaghetti that 
cannot be cut.” 

The Mexico-born director’s 
past credits include more 
serious-toned fare such 
as “21 Grams,” “’Amores 
Perros” and the Oscar- 
nominated “Babel,” but he 
was moved to explore the 
human condition of ego 
through a comedic lens. 

“I wanted to approach 
with some humor — not 
irony, not cynicism — but 
just literally try to see those 
tragic facts of life, of our 
lovely and pathetic reality 
as human beings,” he said. 
He wanted to explore the 
fight within the self over ego 

— Who am I? Who should 
I be? — as it relates to the 
classic debate about art: 
whether prestige or popu¬ 
larity matters more. 

Now, with nine Oscar 
nominations, is Inarritu 
concerned his ego could 
sprout wings? 

The 51-year-old said he 


tries to resist allowing in¬ 
dustry recognition to make 
him feel like a winner or 
loser, but is grateful for the 
support and hopes it brings 
more viewers to “Birdman.” 
Just making the film feels 
like a victory to him. 

“The moment you present 
something and create ca¬ 
tharsis in the people, you 



British comedian and actor 
Stephen Fry poses for 
photographs with a BAFTA 
(British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts) statuette 
during a photocall to mark 
the announcement of the 
BAFTA award nominations in 
London, Friday, Jan. 9, 2015. 

Associated Press 


have done something that 
has an effect emotionally, 
and that’s artistic already, 
no matter if the people 
consider it good or not,” 
he said. “That is something 
that is not easy, and I feel 
proud about that.” 

Then, Riggan’s voice, or 
maybe Birdman’s, creeps 
in. 


LONDON (AP) — Actor- 
comedian Stephen Fry has 
married partner Elliott G. 
Spencer in eastern Eng¬ 
land. 

The 57-year-old Fry sent a 
tweet to his 8 million follow¬ 
ers on Safurday, announc¬ 
ing that he had tied the 
knot. 

“Gosh. ©ElliottGSpencer 
and I go into a room as 
two people, sign a book 
and leave as one,” Fry says 
on his Twitter feed. “Amaz- 


Associated Press 

“Af the same time, the de¬ 
lusional ambition of arfisfs 
fhinking fhat we have an 
impact that will change 
the soul of humanity and 
transcend time and eter¬ 
nity, it’s an intellectual mas¬ 
turbation that I find tragic 
and comic at the same 
time,” Inarritu said. “It’s, 
you know. Who cares?”Q 


mg.” 

Well-wishers tweeted their 
congratulations on Sun¬ 
day. 

Fry announced his plans 
earlier this month to wed 
27-year-old Spencer at the 
register office in Dereham, 
eastern England. 

One of Brifain’s best known 
presenters. Fry first gained 
fame in the 1980s in a com¬ 
edy duo with Hugh Laurie. 
He also written novels and 
appeared in the film, “The 
Hobbit.”a 


Actor-comedian 
Stephen Fry 
weds partner 
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Academy president responds to Oscar firestorm 



In this Thursday, Jan. 15, 2015 file photo, Chris Pine, left, and Academy President Cheryl Boone 
Isaacs announce the Academy Awards nominees for best actor in a leading role at the 87th 
Academy Awards nomination ceremony in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Re¬ 
sponding for the first time 
to the firestorm of criticism 
over the lock of diversity in 
this year's Oscar nomina¬ 
tions, film academy presi¬ 
dent Cheryl Baane Isaacs 
says the all-white acting 
slate inspires her to accel¬ 
erate the academy’s push 
to be more inclusive. She 
also hopes the film industry 
as a whole will continue to 
strive for greater diversity. 
The first black president of 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
spoke out Friday night in an 
exclusive interview with The 
Associated Press about the 
Oscar nominations and the 
widespread criticism that 
followed. 

All 20 of this year’s acting 
contenders are white and 
there are no women in the 
directing or writing catego¬ 
ries. After the nominations 
were announced Thursday 
marning, the hashtag #Os- 
carsSaWhite started trend¬ 
ing on Twitter. 

The Asian Pacific American 
Media Coalition issued a 
statement Friday saying 
the nominations balloting 
“obviously reflects a lack of 
diversity in Oscar vaters as 
well as in films generally.” 
Yet Baane Isaacs insisted 
the academy is “cammit- 
ted ta seeking out diversity 
of voice and apinion" and 
that outreach to women 
and artists of color is a ma¬ 
jor focus. 

“In the last two years, we’ve 
made greater strides than 
we ever have in the past 
taward becaming a mare 
diverse and inclusive orga¬ 
nization through admitting 
new members and mare 
inclusive classes of mem¬ 
bers,” Boone Isaacs said. 
“And, personally, I would 
love to see and look for¬ 
ward to see a greater cul¬ 
tural diversity among all our 
nominees in all of our cat¬ 
egories.” 

A 2012 survey by the Los 
Angeles Times found the 
academy was 94 percent 
white, cverwhelmingly 
male and with a median 
age at 62. A more recent 
survey determined the 
percentage of older white 
males had dropped by 


one point, the Times said. 
But with nearly 7,000 mem¬ 
bers and na requirement to 
retire, diversity is going to 
take same time. 

Boane Isaacs declined to 
address whether she and 
the academy were embar¬ 
rassed by the slate of white 
Oscar nominees, instead 
insisting that she’s proud of 
the nominees, all of whom 
deserved recognition. 

She explained that while 
each branch ccmes up 
with its awn criteria for ex¬ 
cellence and each ncmi- 
nates its colleagues, all vot¬ 
ing is individual and canfi- 
dential. 

For instance, only directors 
can suggest best director 
nominees and only actors 
can nominate actors. But 
the entire academy mem¬ 
bership can submit sugges¬ 
tions for best picture. 

“There is not one central 
bady or group of people 
that sit araund the table 
and come up with nomina¬ 
tions,” she said. “It really is a 
peer-to-peer process.” 

With all the accolades 
the civil rights drama “Sel¬ 
ma” has received since its 
Christmas opening, some 
felt its failure to garner 
naminations for director 
Ava DuVernay or star Da¬ 
vid Oyelowo reflected a 
racial bias. 

“What is important not to 
lose sight of is that ‘Selma,’ 
which is a fantastic motion 
picture, was nominated for 


best picture this year, and 
the best picture category 
is voted on by the entire 
membership of around 
7,000 people," Boone Isaa¬ 
cs said. 

Besides best picture, the 
film received just one ad¬ 
ditional nod — for original 
song — in what was wide¬ 
ly viewed as a significant 
snub. But fans shouldn’t 
feel that way, she said: 
“It’s nominated for the Os¬ 
car far best picture. It’s an 
award that showcases the 
talent at everyane involved 
in the production of the 
movie ‘Selma.’” 

Boane Isaacs says the five 
best actor nominees — 
Bradley Cooper (“Ameri¬ 


can Sniper”), Steve Carell 
(“Foxcatcher”), Benedict 
Cumberbatch (“The Imita¬ 
tion Game”), Eddie Red- 
mayne (“The Theory of Ev¬ 
erything”) and Michael Ke¬ 
aton (“Birdman”) — “are all 
at the top of their game.” 
“There are quite a few ac¬ 
tors this year at the top 
of their game,” she said. 
“There are five nominees 
and this year, these were 
the five.” 

Diversity outreach is spread 
among the academy’s 17 
branches, she said, since 
existing members recruit 
new ones. 

“This is a membership or¬ 
ganization, so we are all 
involved in this discussion 


and moving the subject of 
diversity forward,” she said. 
“It’s very important for us to 
continue to make strides ta 
increase aur membership 
and the recognitian af tal¬ 
ent.” 

In its Friday statement, the 
Asian Pacific ccalition said 
the responsibility for diversi¬ 
ty in film should be industry¬ 
wide. 

“It behooves Hollywood — 
as an economic impera¬ 
tive, if not a moral one — to 
begin more closely reflect¬ 
ing the changing face at 
America,” the statement 
said. 

Baone Isaacs agrees, say¬ 
ing that as the academy 
“continues to make strides 
toward becoming a more 
diverse and inclusive or¬ 
ganization, we hope the 
film industry will also make 
strides toward becoming 
more diverse and inclu¬ 
sive.” 

Though she repeatedly 
stressed the Oscars are a 
campetitive process and 
that she's proud of the 
year’s nominees, Boone 
Isaacs acknowledged that 
diversity needs to be man¬ 
datory in both story and 
storyteller. 

“It matters that we pay at- 
tentian to, again, the diver¬ 
sity af vaice and apinion 
and experience, and that 
it daesn't slide, it doesn’t 
slide anywhere except for 
forward,” she said. “And 
maybe this year is more just 
about let’s kick it in even 
more.” 


MTV airs in black and white to 
spark conversation on race 


STACY A. ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — MTV 

is taking the calar aut of its 
programming an Martin Lu¬ 
ther King Jr. Day to encour¬ 
age people to talk about 
what race means in their 
lives. 

The programming move is 
meant to promote #TheT- 
alk initiative, encouraging 
viewers to discuss race with 
their friends and family. 
“The device of turning us 
black and white is going 
to be really— visually— a 
jolt to say, you know what. 


there are differences and 
if we are going to ever get 
to a freer, more equal soci¬ 
ety the best thing we can 
begin ta da is talk about 
them,” MTV President Ste¬ 
phen Friedman said. 

The retro-look programs will 
air for 12 hours and will in¬ 
clude personal reflections 
on race from entertainers 
and public cfficials, includ¬ 
ing Kendrick Lamar, Big 
Sean, Jordin Sparks, Pete 
Wentz, Republican Sen. 
Rand Paul, Democratic 
Rep. John Lewis, Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Cory Booker, 


“Selma” director Ava Du¬ 
Vernay and actar David 
Oyelawa, wha portrayed 
King in the film. 

The Oscar-nominated film 
“Selma” chronicles the 
1965 marches for voting 
rights that King led through 
Alabama. Lewis, one of the 
student leaders working 
with King, suffered a skull 
fracture when Alabama 
state troapers, sheriff’s 
deputies and county pos¬ 
se members wielding bull- 
whips, clubs and tear gas 
advanced an the march¬ 
ers on the outskirts of Selma. 













CROSSING THE GLOBE IN TWO SECONDS. 



Grande Reverse Ultra Thin Duo. 

Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 854/1. 

Two dials driven by a single movement: for the very first time, the iconic 
Reverso reveals a second face within its ultra-thin case. It combines two 
back-to-back dials to offer its owner a fascinating journey through time. 
A refined blend of style and watchmaking performance stemming from 
180 years of expertise cultivated by the Inventors of the Vallee de Joux. 
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